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The Pa ES ENT 


| Govenna ENT of England 


"© 


Church and State Aſſerted. 


9 N the Beginning of the laſt Reign 
EARNS I was obliged to you at Oxford for 
the Favour of introducing me into 
the Society of a Set of honeſt and 
ingenious Men of that Univerſity, 
e who were hearty Well-wiſhers to 

our preſent hippy Eſtabliſhment in Church and 
State; and who approved themſelves ſuch bold and 
hardy Loyaliſts as to make a Stand, even fome- 
times at the Hazard of their Lives againſt a 
ppirit of Diſaffection, which then ra ed among 
ſome in that Place, and ſhortly aſter. broke out 
in other Parts of the Kingdom into an open, but, 
God be thanked, an unſucceſsful Rebellion. And 
I ſhall not now ſhew any ſuch ſeeming Doubt ot 
Mr. Lavington's Candour or Stedfaſtneſs to his 
good old Principles, for which he was then held 
in the greateſt Eſteem among us, as to offer at 
any Apology for writing to him in retation«to the 
N22 ſame 
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then embarqued: For I find we are challenged to 


appear again in its Defence; not as heretofore, 


Sir, againſt Advocates for arbitrary Power, but 


5 againft Patrons of Anarchy, and Propagators of 
Confuſion; againſt Men who are moſt effectual 


Enemies of Liberty, under ſpecious Pretences of an 


exceſſive Friendſhip to it; againſt Men whoſe licen- 
tious Notions and Practices are ſubverſive of all 
_ Eſtabliſhments and Conſtitutions in general, and 


_ conſequently of all Means upon Earth, which 


are eſſentially neceſſary to the ſecure Enjoyment 


of publick Liberty in any Kind. 


We of the loyal Fraternity, into which you 
enlilted me at Oxford, had, you remember, Sir, 
at chat Time conceived fo high an Opinion of 


our Conſtitution, regulated as it then was, and 


ſtill is, by the Acts of Settlement and Toleration, 


that we thought no Nation in the World ever did, 


or indeed ever could be poſſeſſed of all civil and 
religious Liberties in a larger Proportion, or 


more ample Manner, than the People of theſe 


Nations enjoy under it; and for this Reaſon we 
with Pleaſure denominated our Weekly-Afſemblies 
from it by the Title of the Conſtitution- Club, _ 


imagined that we could not do our Countr: 


greater Service than by appearing as publick Af. 
ſerters of it in thoſe perilous Times, when its 


numerous Enemies were with the utmoſt Zeal and 


Fury endeavouring to ſubvert and deſtroy it. 


The Happinels of our excellent Conſtitution 
was thereforc, in thoſe Days, the common Theme 


of our Converſations, and all the Bleſſings of a 
free People, ſecured to us by it, were the darling 


Subjects of our Diſcourſes from the Pulpit and 


the Prefs, And, Heaven be praiſed, the wild and 
de Scene, which then lay before us, ſoon paſſed 
2. and we Have lived to fee our Cuff nit 
| N 1 our 


„ 


fame glorious Cauſe of Liberty, in which we were 


, 8 8 * 


. * 


flouriſh and grow triumphant, in che Cowiction 
of very great Numbers of thoſe its Oppoſers. 


The Bulk of the Nation were in a few Years after 


brought to a thorough Senſe of the Folly of Diſ- 


affection to a Royal Family, who alone, under 
God, are the Preſervers and Protectors of their 


Liberties, and to a true Reſentment of the com- 
mon Felicity, which all partake of, under the pre- 


ſent Government. And we reaſonably hoped, 


when Things were arrived to this wiſhed-for State, 
that we ſhould at length have ſat down and reaped 
ſome Fruit of our paſt Pains and Sufferings in a 
peaceable Poſſeſſion of the Ground we gained, and 


an unmoleſted Enjoyment of our Religion, Liberty 
and Property, as by Law eſtabliſhed, =_ 


But it feems, Sir, that *tis the Fate of that So- 


eicty, who were called the Conſtitutioners, and of 
all who, like them, are attached to our preſent 


happy Eſtabliſhments; to be ever purſued by a 
Spirit of Diſcord, and we are not to hope for 
Reſt in any State; for our former Opponents were 


no ſooner reconciled to us, and in a great Meaſure 
come over to our Cauſe, but ſome of our pretended 
Fellow-Advocates for Liberty turned Deſerters of it, 


and are become our moſt violent and irreconcilable 
Adverſaries. And in Requital of our former Ser- 


vices, we have now only the Comfort of being in- 
formed, with a very pleaſant Sort of Inſolence, by 
theſe ſincere good Friends of ours, that our boaſted 


Conſtitution is ſo defective and imperfect in all its 


Parts, that it is by all Means, and at all Events, 
very fit and expedient to change it. How, Sir! 


Have we then waſted the Vigour of our Days, 
and gone through continual Inſults and Dangers 
for many Years in defending and preſerving what is 
not at laſt worth our keeping? Muſt we now ſub- 
mit to a Change of our Conſtitution, after all our 


painful Endeavours to maintain and ſupport it? 
3 _— Why, 


Wy 


| Why, yes, it ſeems we muſt, as ſoon as the No- 
tions of ſome who deem themſelves the wiſe and 


good Men among us may come generally to pre- 
wail, and the Body of the People can be tho- 


i roughly brought to a changing Humour. 


I mean not merely, that they aim at Altera- 


tions which may be made by the legiſlative Power 


of the Nation, in the ſeveral Forms of admini- 


ſtring Religion in the Church, and Juſtice in 


che State, or in any particular Law thereto re- 


| lating. No, Sir; neither can we Conſtitutioners, 


nor indeed any Enghſhmen of common Senſe, be 
thought i ignorant, that there is a perpetual Power 
reſiding in che Legiſlature for altering and amend- 
ing any Defects or Imperfections in its publick Or- 
dinances, which refer to the Regulation and Wel- 


fare of Society; nor yet are we at the fame 


Time inſenſible, that any Alterations which may 


for this End be made by the Wiſdom of our Le- 


giſlators do no more involve in them a Change 


in the Conſtitution of the Body Politièk, than the 


altering the Temperament of the Humours and 


Fluids for the Removal of Diſeaſes out of the na- 


tural Body by the Skill of Phyſicians, implies a 


Change in the eſſential Parts whereof it is conſti- 


ruted. But it appears from the Conduct and 
Writings of the Men we have now to deal with, 
that they are not to be regarded as regular Re- 
formers, but lawleſs Demoliſhers, and downright 


Deſtroyers; and that their Notions of Change 


tend not to an Amendment of our civil and reli- 
gious Diſpenſations, by Vertue of any Authority 
ſubſiſting under our preſent Conſtitution, but to 
a direct Subverſion of the very Conſtitution it- 


ſelf. I mean, Sir, that their Principles ſtrike 
: directly at our Conſtitution, eſſentially fo called; 


that is, at the whole Frame of our civil and eecle- 


ſiaſtical Polity, en gk the Government of the 


State 


SJ, 
State by King, Lords and Commons, and of the 
Church by Biſhops, and at the Authority of all 
Laws by which any Government and Religion is 
nn 
I can't ſay, indeed, but that they talk loud 
enough of Abuſes and Corruptions which they al- 
ledge are crept inio the Church and State, fo far 
as they can in any Manner take fome ſeeming 
Handles, right or wrong, from hence for abuſing 
the chief Men in both, whenever any occaſional 
2 may render ſuch perſonal Mortifications 
neceſſary for the Promotion of private Purpoſes; 4 
but we may be bold to affirm, that not one of | 
them all hath ever attempted, in a ſerious, dif- 
paſſionate Manner, to bring before the Legiſlature 
a general, practicable, and rational Scheme of 
publick Reformation and Improvement in either. 
Bat instead of going about to apply thus for any 
uſeful Alteration to the Power reſiding in the Go- 
vernment by its Conſtitution, it ſeems meet to the 
Wiſdom of. our modern Refiners in Politicks, to 
ſet; up a diſtinct Power in the People ſuperior to . 
that of the other, by Vertue whereof, they may A 
change the very Form of the Goverment at Plea- 
Whether they carry their Notion of Changes to 
fo great a Length, becauſe they think that the 
People, with Men of their Parts and Vivacities to 
head them, can at any Time take a much ffiorter 
and more effectual Way to a Reformation by 
_ erecting a new Form of Government, into whofe 
Adminiſtrations 10 Abuſes or Corruptions ſhall ever = 
he able lo creep, than in attempting any Alteravion, l 
by the- eſtabliſhed Methods of the Legiſlature, in 1 
old Diſpenſations into which, they ſay, ſuch {bes 
and Corruptions are already crept, or for ſome ' 
other ſuch profound Reaſon, I ſhall not go about | 
do determine; but inſiſt on it they do ſure. enough | 
. dk a8 
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as true Doctrine, that rather than acguieſce under a 
preſent Form of Government, which the People may 
not judge ſo. convenient a one as they could con- 
trive for themſelves, it becomes all wiſe and good 


Men among them to attempt to ſubvert and change it 
at any Rate; which Notion amounts to no more, 
in my Apprehenſion, than to that of turning Man- 
| Kind adrift to be toſſed about in the tempeſtuous 
Waves of various Paſſions and Intereſts, till they 
can perchance find ſome more commodious Har- 


bour, and jumble themſelves together, God alone 


knows how, into a better and more perfect Form 
of Government than they had before. . 


Thus, Sir, the Notion of Change contained in 


their Doctrine conſiſts, not of mending and im- 
proving Superſtructures in a parliamentary Way, 
but of removing and overturning Foundations in 
the Way of popular Clamours and Inſurrections; 
not of abrogating any particular old, or enacting 
any new Law by the Majority of the Nobility and 
Biſhops, and of the Gentry repreſenting the Peo- 


ple, with the King at the Head of them; that 


is, by the three Eſtates of the Realm, but of ſet- 
ting up a fourth Power, compoſed of the promiſ- 
cuous Body of the People which is to devour and 


ſwallow up all the others when they judge fit. 
They expreſs themſelves to this Effect, in a frank 


Manner enough, and go not to the Expence of 


any great Matter of Colouring to diſguiſe their 


abandoned Tenets. For I find they do very poſi- 
tively maintain, that it is utterly inconſiſtent with 
rational Principles f Government, and no better 
than downright Hereſy by the Law of Nature, 70 
reach the People that they ought to acquieſce under ibe 


Government, when a Majority of the Nobility and 
Gentry, and all thoſe who are Perſons of the greateſt 


Honour, and have moſt to loſe, and are beſt able to 
judge of publick Affairs, are on the Princes Side; for 


that 


tive immediately into their own Hands. 
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that the Body of the People in their own Perſons, 


and not by Repreſentatives, are the beſt Judges 


when they are well or ill governed, and that if 


they ſhould judge any Exerciſes of Power in Go- 


vernours to be Acts of Oppteſſion, however 


otherwiſe a Majority of the Nobility and Gentry 


may judge of the Matter, they have a Right to 


riſe, and aſſume all Power executive and legiſla- 


They don't tell us how they deſign to bring 
their Grand Aſſembly of the Body of the Peo- 


ple together to exert this natural Right, and to 


put theſe rational Principles of Government in 
Practice, or in what Form they are to enter on 
their Authority. But be it by Sound of Trumpet 
and Beat of Drum, or only by uttering particular 
' Words with proper Vociferations, or how otherwiſe 
they will; I muſt for my own Part declare, that 


ever ſince our Fraternity formerly underwent the 


Diſcipline of the Body of the People at Oxford, 


I have had no mighty Opinion of ſuch tumultua- 


ry Kinds of Legiſlators, nor can I bring myſelf to 
any great Reliſh of the Doctrines which tend to 


involve the Nation in the like Club-Law Exerciſes; 


and therefore I ſhall take the Liberty to oppoſe 


the abandoned Notions and Claims of Men who 


would place Power in ſuch furious Hands, and 
throw the World into a Hurricane and Uproar: 
And I muſt inſiſt upon the Continuance of all 


Power in the Poſſeſſion of a Majority of the No- 


| bility, and of Gentry to repreſent the People, 
Joined with the King. Bur before I go into an 


Examination of the Rationality of their Principles 


5 of Government, who are for making the Body of 


the People the only rightful Executors of all 
Power, it may not be iniproper here to give you 
a Sketch of what they call their Scheme in the 

DT Proper 
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| proper Lengths to which they have to this Time 


carried it. 


Our Advocates for Change have themſelves al- 
ready gone through ſeveral Changes in their No- 
tions and Speculations fince they ſet up for Re- 
| formers, and they have. proceeded within theſe 


few Years laſt paſt, from one fine Project and De- 
ſign to another, till they arrived altogether to an 


Extremity, and are now got into downright Root 
and Branch-work. And, by the Way, Sir, this 
is an experimental Evidence now ſubſiſting before 


our Eyes, that the Men given to change know not 


where fo ſtop; and that it highly concerns us to 


inſiſt on their giying us a ſtated, fixed Plan of all 


the Changes they deſire, whereby we may have 
ſome clear diſtinct View of what they would be at, 
before we come into any Change at all. For if 


we ſuffer ourſelves to be influenced by their unin- 


telligible Jargon, and indeterminate Talk about 
Religion and Government, and about the State of 
Independency which every Man is to be in, and 

the Self-ſufficitentcy with which every Man is en- 


dued to judge and act with Relation to both, they 
will ſoon carry us entirely out of our Way, and 


| bewilder all Men in ſuch Labyrinths of Confuſion, 
as every Man would find himſelf abſolutely inſuf- 
ficient to extricate us out of. As an Inſtance of 


which, be pleaſed, Sir, but juſt to obſerve the 
Lengths they have of late gone, and the Steps by 


which they proceeded to their preſent extravagant 


Notions and Deſigns, 7 

The Men given to change, with Regard to 
Religion, began with reforming the Corruptions 
of its Miniſters ; and their Authority, their Doc- 


trine, their Revenues, their very Function, or 
ſomething or other relating to them, have continu- 


ally afforded theſe exceptious Men Cauſe of Un- 


ealineſs, and Matter for grievous Jealouſies and 


Fears. 


(mJ 


Fears. At firſt, they ſet themſelves to oppoſe 


only ſome Claims of Authority in the Clergy, 


which they thought dangerous to the Prerogative 


of the Crown, and the Liberty of the People, 
and to regulate and ſupply ſome Errors and De- 
fects in the Doctrine and Diſcipline of rhe Church, 


which they conceived to be repugnant to the Scrip- 
tures. And though, like fincere good Chriſtians, 


they treated the Miniſters of the Goſpel, in the 
Proſecution of theſe Debates, with greater Ma- 
lice and Indecency than ever was ſhewed towards 


any Order of Men in any civilized Nation in the 
World ; yet they then pretended to aim at no 
more than to obtain a Liberty of Conſcience, for 


every good Man to. embrace the pure Doctrine of the 
Goſpel. Well, it ſeemed meet to the Wiſdom of the 
i Pigher Powers to comply with theſe their Demands. 
. Convocations of the national Clergy have been 
ſuſpended, and Authority in determining religious 


Controverſies has been laid aſleep, and every Man 


has had full Liberty to do, to ſpeak, and to write 


what he pleaſed about Religion, no Man forbidding 


Vim. For I don't know that any Authority has 


been exerciſed by any Clergy theſe fifteen Years in 
England, in relation to religious Doctrines, ex, 


cepting that which was practiſed by ſome Synods 
of Preſbyterians at Exaer, or elſewhere, who de- 


prived and expelled their famous Mr. Pierce, 
and others of their Miniſters, for refuſing to ſub- 
mit and ſubſcribe to ſome definitive Determina- 


tions of Doctrines made by them. 


But ſtill the Clergy retained, it ſeems, too much 


Credit with the People after they were reſtrained from 
the Exerciſe of Authority over them; and therefore, 


in the next Place, the Reformers ſtruck at their 


Office, in like Manner as they had before done at 


their Authority, and they were in no Degree ſatis- 


fed with gaining their firſt great Point of taking 


B 2 | away 
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away their Power, but further attempted by all 


Means to extirpate their Order, and to aboliſh their 
very Function out of Society. For this End, they 


gave the good People of England repeated Notices 
by Weekly-Papers, after their polite Manner of 
expreſſing themſelves, That the Clergy are only a 
Parcel of corrupt Prieſts, modern Operators, and 


2 Fuglers, that take upon them the Office of 


alt to expound and preach it. 1 
But then finding in the Progreſs of their Debates, 


thar by the Direction of this Revelation, a Regi- 
men is perpetually to be preſerved, and a Mai- 
niſtry ſupported in Societies of Men conſidered 


as Chriſtian; they went at laſt roundly to work 


againſt the Revelation itſelf, and now they declare 
as great a Diflike to the Goſpel as to the Mini- 
ſters of it, and ſtrenuouſly infiſt on having both 
equally laid aſide, that ſo they may get rid of 


Prieftcraft, and all Foundations for prieſtly Offices 
at once. For the grand Point at preſent main- 


tained by our moſt profound Reformers is, That 
every Man ts endued with a natural Sufficiency in 


himſelf, and has no need of any Revelation from God 


10 direct him, or of any Adminiſtrations of Men to 
 alſiſs bim in Affairs of Religion and Salvation ; and 

hereby they have tack'd the Church, the Clergy 
and the Goſpel fo cloſely ro each other, that they 


muſt 1t appears now either ſtand or fall rogether. 


Such and fo violent is the Hatred and Antipathy 
| they have wantonly wes. hoe arp n: apainkt 
all Clergy in general, © 


at in order to deſtroy 
| them 5 


. rayers aloud, and of haranguing upon Texts 

out f the Bible, and of adminiſtring Sacraments, 
which, they ſay, is no more than ſpeaking certuin 
Words, and uſing certain Motions which every other 
Man can ſpeak and aft as dell as they can; and 
that our Revelation is plain enougb to be underſtood by | 
All Mankind, without maintaining any Miniſters at 
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[1 them, they are reſolved, as far as in them lies, to 
auboliſh revealed Religion, and they chuſe rather 
F to reject all Communications from God, than to 


7 live in Peace towards any Men who have the Ho- 
1 nour of being his Miniſters. 


Nov as for the Men given to change, with re- 
3 ſpect to Government, they began too with talking 
about Corruptions in publick Adminiſtrations, and 
they ſeemed at firſt to have had no other Notion 
or Deſign, but only to ſhift them out of the Hands 
of thoſe who now conduct them, and merely to 
compaſs ſome Changes at Court. In order to effect 
thisEnd, they attacked Miniſtersof State, under the 
like polite Appellations as the others did Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, for no Reaſon that appears, but only 
for being "4 arrogant as to hold Offices which they 
would haye had them reſign, and ſo rapacious as 
to keep Places which they had a Mind to get. 
They accuſed them in briſk Speeches and vehe- 
ment Orations to the ſeveral Orders of the State, 
and made general Charges without ſpecifick Evi- 
dences, and ſtrong Aſſertions, without any particu- 
lar Proofs againſt them in the Parliament as weak, 
wicked, and corrupt Miniſters — They proceeded 
yet to bolder Strokes, and adventured to talk to 
the Throne from the Preſs, and to ſend the King; 
and Queen a kind of Cloſet- Lectures in publick 
News-Papers, containing Expoſtulatzons, Re- 
proaches, and Menaces againſt their evil Counſel- 


- lors, and even undutiful Inſinuations againſt their 
X own royal Perſons. „ 
And when all theſe high Methods failed of va- 
F _ cating the great Offices of State, and making Way 
$ for Men of the Reformer's diſtinguiſhed Capacities 

| to come to the Helm of Government, and to ſhine 


in the chief Stations of Power and Authority; 
when it appeared that neither the We and Queen, 
nor a Majority of the Nobility and I 
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_ preſent Government. fee 
For after repreſenting the corrupt State of our 
_ Government in all its Branchesto the Body of the 
People, in an Appeal to them, as the Dernier 


| belt and moſt eligible for any People under which 


. 
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be made ſenſible by all theſe fine Manifeſto's and 


ſmart Remonſtrances of the Miniſters great In- 


deſerts, and of their Rival's mighty Merits and 


Perfections; then they proceeded to bolder At- 
tempts ſtill, and appealed from all the Powers of 

the State, to the; Body of the People, and arraigned 
4 Majority of the Nobility and Gentry aſſembled in 


Parliament before this grand Tribunal, as the Hire- 


lings, Dependents, and Supporters of weak and 
wicked Miniſters; nay, and they came at laſt in 
a ſerious determined Manner to offer publick Pleas 


for changing the very Form and Conſtitution of our 


Reſort, who are inveſted with Power to fit in 


Judgment on all Governors, and to change the 
Forms of Governments 3 They further ſet before 


theſe ſupreme-Judges proper Hints and Inſtructions 


what -better Form and Conſtitution of Goverment 
might be erected after this Manner, viz. Liberty 
15 always in ſome Degree of Danger, and that not the 

Jeſs, even under our excellent Conflitution=m— Liberty 


is more expoſed under limited Monarchies than under 


any other Form of mixt Government. But 


The Power of Magiſtrates in a Commonwealth 75 


ſubfect to immediate Controuls. So, Sir, if Liberty 
- be more expoſed to Danger under our Conſtitution 


of a mixt Monarchy, than under the more excel- 


lent one of a Commonwealth as theſe Reformers 
ſay it is, then we are to judge the latter Form of 
N for that which we 

are poſſeſſed of at preſent; for it can't reaſonably 
be denied by any Man, but that the Preſervation 
of Liberty is the End of Government in general, 


- 
„ 


Government an eligible 


and therefore that that Form of Government is the 


| they 
| | 


they are thus told, that their Liberty will be leſt in 
Danger and moſt Secure. 5 


"Fa 2 


* 


When we every where meet with Writings 


which are compoſed by no inconſiderable Band of 
Politicians, who are Men of as confeſſed Parts and 


Abilities (*twere to be wiſhed we could ſay too, of 


as human Tempers and righteous Purpoſes) as any 
that have of late Years exerciſed their Pens among 


us upon the Subject of Government, and which 
openly and avowedly labour to ſet forth the ſupe- 


' rior Excellency of a Commonwealth Form of 
Government to that of ours, in the Language of 
the above Quotiaton, not by a ſcattered Clauſe only 


now and then interſperſed in a Weekly-Paper, but 


by the general Tenour and Tendency of both their 


Practices and Doctrines : It is not conceiveable 


what the confident Writer of a late ranting Pam- 


phler called, An Examination of Faits and Reaſon- 


gs, can mean by declaring that there are none, and 
_ repeating over and over; nay, and proteſting ſolemnly, 
that there are none in England for a Commonwealth ; 


unleſs his ſolemn Protettations are to be regarded 
as of the ſame Stamp with the ſolemn Vows and 
Covenants of Men of his Principles in the Reign 
of King Charles I. who called God to witneſs, that 


none of them deſigned to burt the King; no, none of 


them aimed at any Thing more thau the King's Safety, 


and the Preſervation of the Conſtitution, even while 
they were aiming at nothing leſs than to knock him 


on the Head, if not to cut it off, and ſome how 


or other to get rid of him and Monarchy toge- 
ther, and to change the Form of the Government; 
for whatever were their Declarations, their De- 


ſigns were apparent enough by their Practices from 
the firſt, when, after the Manner of our preſent 
Reformers, they appealed to the Body of the People, 
and procured Numbers of them to exerciſe their 

7, ia ſupreme 
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ſupreme Power over the Legiſlature, and to di- 
rect its Determinations. 555 


Thus, Sir, our preſent civil and religious Re- 


formers have run pretty conſiderable Lengths of 


late Years, and one Sort of them have been car- 
ried by an inveterate Hatred and violent Animoſi- 
ty againſt Miniſters of State, into Attempts of 
changing the very Form of the civil Government, 
in order the more effectually to compaſs their De- 
ſtruction; in like Manner as the others have been 
induced by a wanton Diſlike and ridiculous Aver- 
| Hon to the Clergy in general, to endeavour the 
Overthrow not only of our national Church but 
of the whole Chriſtian Religion, in order to effe&t 
religious Miniſters off the 


the Extirpation of all 
Face of the Earth. 


And upon this View of the Notions and Prac- 
tices of the Men given to change among us with 
regard to Government and Religion, you ſee their 
Scheme in general conſiſts of baiting, worrying, 
and deſtroying Miniſters of State and Miniſters of 


the Goſpel, of ſubjecting King, Lords, and Com- 


mons to the Body of the People, and abrogating 
the Law and the Goſpel, the Statute-Book and 
the Bible; which laſt mentioned Alteration muſt 


in Courſe take Place firſt in their Scheme, as it is 
a neceſſary Preliminary to the People's entering 


on their Authority; for as they have neither Law 
nor Goſpel for making the Change propoſed, but 
are ſubject by the one and the other, to preſent 


and future Penalties, for taking any bold Steps to- 
wards it, ſo it is by all Means convenient that 


_ theſe ſhould be laid aſide as inſuperable Impedi- 
+ ments to the Execution of the Schemiſts Deſigns ; 
and therefore they are come now judiciouſly tb 
make it their chief Care to perſuade the World 
that theſe are needleſs Impoſitions, and —— | 


1174 
able Reſtraints on the natural Rights and Liberties 
of Mankind. % on Bhi OY ers 
Tou may perhaps ſay, Sir, that hi, 15 mere 
deſtroying, os ** hank a pulling aown all J. 425 
in our preſent Fabric, without building up any Thing 
in the Place of it, and may therefore aſk, Mat]! Do 
_ #heſe Men propoſe nothing for the Direction of Man- 
kind, and the Regulation of human Society, in the rom 
of the religious and civil Inſtitutions which they are thus 
For laying aſide ? Oh, yes, Sir; the Law of Nature. 
What they tell the People is, that they can want 
neither Law nor Goſpel for changing an old Form or 
Conſtitution of Government which they live under, 
and erecting a new ane, ſince the Law of Nature, 
which is ſuperiour to all others, will abundantly juſtify 
their Conduct in making any Attempts for that Purpoſe. 
And by the Body of the People not wanting Law 
or Goſpel for changing a Government to which 
they are ſubje&, is plainly to be underſtood, that 
they may fall to work on ſuch Changes without regard 
o them, whether they will allow of fuch Attempts in 
the Subjects of any Government or not, fince the Law 
of Nature, which is ſuperiour to all others, will, iu 
the Opinion of theſe Gentlemen, juſtify them in ſo doing. 
If you further demand, how are Men to be furniſt- 
ed with better or truer Directions of the Law of Nature 
in all Circumſtances of Life and Action, than are con- 
gained in the Bible and Statute-Book * Have our 
Men given to change prepared any Model or Plan ef 
that Law to be laid before their ſupreme Legiſlators 
of the Body of the People, as a Foundation of any 
other Conſtitution which they would have them erett 
in the room of the preſent, «hich they inſiſt may be 
Tighifully aboliſhed and changed by them when they 
judge fit? No verily; none at all, They only utter 
 Jome general Sayings about the Law of Nature, and 
| Reaſon of Things, and about the Liberty <vhich every 
Man has a natural Right to; and they think that 
e 3 every 
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arte Man is ; ſufficiently provided witb i the Light of | 
that Law within himſelf, and that he needs nut be 


4p o human or divine Directions aud Reſtraints 
attempting a Change of | Conſtitutions. So, Sir, 
the Sum of theſe Men's Notions in ſhort is this, 


1452. That the Body of the People are the beſt Judges 
chen they are well or ill governed, and have a Right 


lo attempt. a Change of the Government they live under 
rohen they diſlike it; that the Law of Nature is to be 
every Man's Direction when and how be is to \'make 


Juch Attempts, and that every Mun is to be left tn 
Liberty of following that Da as. ke l 11 in n. 


fo. 
"ſrequetaly' than Reaſon the Spring and Principle 


.ct human Action, and that Ambition often-rules 


in one Man's Nature, Avarice in -another's, Euſt 


ima third's; and, conſequently, if every Man was 


to attempt a Change of Conſtitutions, according to 
ſuch Operations as he finds within himſelf, what fre- 


quent Changes of Government we muſt undergo, what 


ſtrange Turns and Revolutions there muſt be perpe- 


-tuallycarrying on in Societies, and what a hurly burly 
World this would be. Then the Men given to 
change reply, Mby aye, there ought to be perpttual 


© Changes going on in every Conſtitution of Government, 
but above all, in ſuch a- one as ours; tor they ex- 
preſly inſiſt, that it is the- very Eſſence f d free 
Conſtilutian 10 he eternally. changing. I don't know 


What it is that can intelligently be ſaid to be of the very 


8 of our. Conſtitution of a mixt Monarchy, be- 
_ + ſides a King, a Houle of Lords, Spiritual and Tem- 
Poral, and a Houſe of Commons repreſenting the 


Body of the People, and a Right in each of thefe | 


Eſtates to exerciſe an equal co-ordinate Power in 


making Laws which are to bind the whole Com- 
munity 3:.and we Conſtitutioners always thought 
"that it had, been of the "very Eſſence of this Con- 


ſtitution 


If we obſerve upon 8 A de Paſſion - is we 
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wt tin perpetual] y ſtanding, and not as theſe Wri. 


ters would have it, eternally changing,, whenever the 


Body of the People may be brought giddily to 


imagine that their Libefty would be leſs in Dan- 
ger, and more 8 under any other Ferm of 


| mixt Government. 


Seriouſly, Sir, I am afraid that theſe. our mo- 
dern Reformers are a little touched in their Heads, 
or ſomething like it, and that it is the Eſſence of 


their Brains, poor Gentlemen ! to be eternally 


turning. It feems that Liberty has the, fame in- 


toxicating Quality i in it, as Wine, and theſe Men 


have of late taſted ſo deeply of it; that it has made 
them reel to and fro from one wild Notion and 
wanton Change to another, till they are got to 
their Wit s- end; and after attempting to bring 
Mankind into the fame ſtaggering, Condition with 
themſelves, and perſuading all Men to exert their 


natural Rights of demoliſhing old Conſtitutions, 
and pulling the World to Pieces about their Ears, 
they have only 2 Sentence or two, ta which they 
are bigoted, about the Law of Nature and the Rea- 
ſon, Congruity, and Relation of Things to put into 
every Man's Hands; by the Help of Which mighty 
Materials, joined to the Sufficiency of every Man ia 
himſelf, they think that the Body of the Pcople, 


when they aſſemble together, will on be able toſet 
all Things to rights ; nay, and to create more and 


more perfect Forms of Government every Time 
they erect a new one, let them chop and change, 
and demoliſh, and confound old Conſtitutions as often 


as they will: For, as I conceive, according to their 


Notions, the natural Right of Men to attempt a 
Change of Couſtitutiens can never come under any 
: Limitation, but they may exerciſe it in making ; 
ſuch Attempts without End; which amounts to 
no more, in ſhort, than faying, that Men have 
natural Right to throw off « all Government, and to live 
. Without any. C2 en 


I 


ou oo 
When they inſiſt thus on a Right in every Man 
endleſly to attempt Changes of Government, and 


to act in this Behalf, according to the Law of Na- 
ture, as he finds it in himſelf, they muſt forget 


ſurely that Paſſion is often the Principle of Action 
in = Man, and that many Men act from oppo- 
ſite and contrary Paſſions and Intereſts ; and that 
this is the very Reaſon and Foundation of ſuch a 


Thing as any Government at all among Men. 
be ſame 

Depth with the Epicurean Philoſophy, in that it 

rovides for the Peace. and Order of the moral 


And their Politicks ſeem to be of much t 


World, after the ſame wiſe Manner as the other 


accounted for the regular Motion and Formation 


of the natural; to wit, by an accidental Jumble 
and Operation of jarring and diſcordant Principles. 
But whatever we may think of theſe Men's No- 


tions, and of the terrible State and Condition in 
which they would involve the World, if they were 
generally to prevail among Mankind; yet to ſuch 

a Degree of Inſolence and Audaciouſneſs are the 


Propagators of them grown, that if we do but 
preſume to preach up our Conſtitution, our Law, 
and our Goſpel, in Oppoſition to them, they ſcru- 


ple not openly, and in the Face of the Sun, to 


brand us with the eee Names of Bigots and 
Impoſtors for ſo doing, and to load us with the 
heavy Imputations of promoting a High- Church 

Spirit, an eftabiſhed Tyranny, and a proleſtani 
JJ 8 


This 1 find, | Sir, has been lately the Fate of 


25 honeſt, learned, and worthy a Man, and as 
ſtaunch a Conſtitutioner as any in the Kingdom, 


_ even of the preſent Lord Biſhop of Chicheſter, who 
bas been in a moſt extraordinary Manner vilified in 
his Perſon, Character, and Principles, for no other 
Reaſon, that I can diſcover, but for preaching 
Obedience to God according to the Goſpel, and 


Obe⸗ 
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2 8 
25 1 


3 


„ 


[8]. : 


Obedience to the King, according to the Preſcrip- 


tions of the Laws of the Land, and the Goſpel 


both. It is indeed a ſtrange Thing that a Biſhop 


ſhould be thus uſed for preaching ſuch a Doctrine 


as this; yet, Sir, 'tis no leſs true than ſtrange, that 
chis great Man has been moſt outrageouſly inſulted 
only for perſuading Subjects to pay a legal Obedi- 


ence to the King, and to beware of being ſeduced 


by Men given to change, into any Attempts of 
ſubverting the Conſtitution, and altering the Form 
of Goverment they hve under; and his Lordſhip 


has been ſo far from ever once inſinuating the leaſt 
Obligation in Subjects to ſubmit to any Commands 


of the King, not warranted by the Laws of the 


Land, that he has very clearly and expreſly aſ- 
ſerted the quite contrary, even that any Exerciſes 


of Power or Prerogative in the Crown againſt 
Law, are properly ſubj 


ect to parliamentary Oppoſi- 
n, WG wmunuůu· 8 
Theſe, Sir, we took formerly to be altogether 


Revolution Principles, and Whig-Tenets ; but no, 
it ſeems they are to be regarded as the Dictates of 
2 High-Church Spirit, and a Biſhop, for teaching 


them, is to be treated as a ſervile Advocate for arbi- 


trary Power and Slavery. And if a Man, in his 


Lordſhip's high Station, and of his eminent Parts, 
Learning, and all great Qualifications, which he 
has ſignally and ſteadily employed throughout his 
whole Life in the Service of his Country, and ot 


Liberty, and the preſent Conſtitution, has been 
thus aſſaulted for teaching this Doctrine; what are 
private Clergymen of leſs Merit, and of an infe- 
riour Station, to expect from theſe Men, whenever 


they think fit to be diſpleaſed with, and to abute 
us for doing the Offices of our Function, and 


preaching to the beſt of our Capacities on the Duty 


of Obedience to the King, or on any other ſocia! 
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Obligations, which may not well accord with their / 


turbulent Spirits, and. reſtleſs Diſpoſitions * ? 


-Little did I formerly imagine, when I had the 
Habrut of joining my Endeavours with you, in 
Support of our preſent. Conſtitution, againſt Men 
of arbitrary Principles, that ever I ſhould live to 
ſee ſuch a prepoſterous Turn of Things as the pre- 

ſent Debates open to my View; that I ſhould live 
to fee the Conſtitution itſelf regarded as an eftabliſh- 
ed Tyranny, and its Advocates charged with lay. 
ing down Syſtems of Slavery only for defending it, 
and preaching ſuch Doctrines as are neceſſary to 
its Support, and even to the very Being of ſuch a 


Thing as Government upon Earth ; nay, that I 


ſhould live to find both Law and Goſpel too ſet at 
naught as- mere uſeleſs Impoſitions which Subjects | 
dont want for their Direction in any focial Duties; 
or asl if they might maugre any Directions of 


either, riſe upon their Goyernours, and change 
eſtabliſhed Forms of Gorvemment at Pleaſure ; 
and that I ſhould hear the Men who preach up 


both Law and Goſpel upbraided, with equal Mo- 
deſty and Conſiſtency, as J. Jrants and Slaves, and 


Bigols and Impoſtor s. 


But, Sir, let not theſe Men Hatter themſelves 
that we will be intimidated from aſſerting our Re- 
ligion, our Liberties, and our Laws, by their 


Abuſes of our Perſons and Characters; let them 


not think to carry on any of their little Purpoſes of 
creeping into Power by ſpecious Pretences ol plead- 
ing for Liberty; let them not 
People of England to any Change of their preſent 
happy State, in order to their erecting any Domi- 


nion of their own over them, nor let them ever ex- 


ere, 


pect to make Way for their abandoned Notions and 
Deſigns to take Place, by rending the Reputation 


oft all Orders of Men in the Church and Govern- 
ment. No; bath the Clergy and People of ang 
| aud 


hope to ſeduce the 


PA 
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8 think that they have been entertained with the 
Grimace, and bore with the Outrages of theſe 
pretended Advocates for Liberty long enough. And 
neither will the Clergy, nor the People, longer take 


1 their Obloquies for Reaſonings, and their Scurrili- 


ties for Arguments, no more than they will their 


Licentiouſneſs for Liberty. The People will not 
ſuffer their Clergy to be vilified and inſulted by a 


Set of profligate Mortals, who are for trampling on 


all Laws of God and Man; nor will the Clergy let 


the People be impoſed upon and inſnared into 
Ruin and Confuſion by any crafty and deſigning 
Sophiſters. bett 
It is not calling Names only, and toſling about | 
the mere Words Reaſon and Liberty, without any 


determinate Ideas affixed to them, that will any 
longer do the Buſineſs of Anarchy and Inſidelity. 
We know full well that the Words Reaſon and 
Literty do in themſelves bear glorious Significa- 
tions, but we know too that theſe Words may be 
bandy'd about as publick Blinds, for the carrying 
onof private Purpoſes, and the promoting extra- 
vagant Notions and Projects, which tend to con- 
found all Reaſon, and to deſtroy all Liberty: And 


therefore we demand and expect, that the Men 


© who would have the Aſſurance to engroſs the Uſe 


of theſe Words to themſelves, and the Things fig- 


Mise by them, to their own ſorry Schemes, do 
'forchwith exhibit to the Clergy and People of Exg- 
land, ſome better and more perfect Plan of Reaſon 


than is ſet forth in their Law, and their Goſpel, 


which at preſent is the Standard of Reaſon to them, 
5 Fler we come to a Treaty about parting with ei- 


er; and, I think, we ought to expect too, that 
they give us good Security of as great, if. not 


of greater Ha ppineſs, and a more perfect State of ci- 
vil and religious Liberty chan we. enjoy under our 
Preſent Conſtitution, before we can reafonably think 
at all of changing it. F or, 


Mt 241 


For, to uſe their Dialect, it is the very Eſſence 
of all Nonſenſe, as well as Impudence, to be eter- 
nally calling for Changes, and running down all 
Orders of Men, and all Things, without propoſing 


any better general Scheme of Reaſon and Liberty 


than that which the Government and Religion, the 
Law and the Goſpel eſtabliſhed, furniſh us with, or 


ſhewing us how it can be poſſible for Mankind to 
live in a happy, or even a tolerable State, only by 


leaving every Man to the Uſe of Liberty, accord- 


ing to the Reaſon or Fancy he finds in his own 


Head without any Eſtabliſhments, or providing 
Mankind with any external Diſcipline or Direction 


If they have any Thing of this Sort to offer, 


they dufte without Delay, to impart it, that it 


may be freely conſidered; and in Caſe it ſnould not 


appear liable to abundantly more and greater Ob- 
Jjections than they ever yet made, or can make, to 
our preſent Conſtitution, it ought to be candidly 

received. But if, inſtead of producing any Thing 


of this Kind, they are only reſolved to go on in 


their Abuſes of the Clergy, as well as of all other 
Orders of Men in the Government, and to quarrel 
with Conſtitutions in general, and to do all that 
they can in ſuch low Methods to ruin the Credit of 
the CClergy, only becauſe they prevent their Seductions 


of the People, and ſtand in the Way of their miſ- 
chievous Attempts to deprive Mankind of a real 
State of univerſal Freedom ſecured by the preſent 


Conſtitution, under pretence of claiming a more 
enlarged Liberty for every Man to be exempt 
from the Reſtraints of any Eſtabliſhments at all, 
Wjhich is a mere chimerical State, then it will be 
a national Concern that their Extravagance be cor- 
rected; it will be the Buſineſs of all Orders of 
Men to withſtand their Wickedneſs, and to reduce 
them to a Senſe of their Obligations to ſome 


ſo- 


cial 


# „ 
cial Duties, and it will be the Care of the People 
for their own Sakes to beware that they be not 


wrought upon by any injurious and malicious'Re- 
* preſentations, to think unkindly of their Clergy, 
only for endeavouring to keep them out of the 


Jaws of Wolves and Tygers, of Raviſhers and 
Deſtroyers, who are firſt for tearing to Pieces all 
Orders of Men in Church and State, then for 

breaking down and demoliſhing all Fences within 

which the common Liberties are ſecured, in order 
to devour and ſet up a Tyranny over them at laſt. 

As for the Clergy themſelves, tis their Part, as 

Miniſters of the Goſpel, filently to bear with, and 

to forgive the perſonal Wrongs and Inſults which are 

offered them, inaſmuch as the opprobrious Treat- 
ment given them by their Adverſaries will hardly 
admit of other Anfwers and Defences, but ſuch as 
may be apt in ſome Meaſure to carry them to Reta- 
lations which it may be unbecoming their Charac- 
ters to make. Not but that I think the Clergy, 
. conſidered as Britzſh Freeholders and Members of 

a civil Society, may as reaſonably claim the Be- 
nefit of Laws to protect them in their good 
Names againſt Libellers and Defamers, as in their 
4 Lives againſt Ruffians and Aſſafſines, or in their 
1 Properties againſt Plunderers and Deſpoilers. 
And were we to inſiſt on this Right and Privilege 
of Freemen of being ſecured againſt Inſults and 
Attacks on our Perſons and Characters, we might 
ſoon be furniſhed with very abundant Matter for 
bringing our Actions of Defamation in the many 
Pamphlets and Papers which are daily iſſued out 
againſt us from the Preſs, eſpecially in thole ſcan- 
dalous ones lately publiſhed againſt the 1.0: d Bi- 
ſhop of Chicheſterin particular, and the whole Or der 
in general. 5 5 

This honeſt and learned Prelate had no ſooner 
printed a Sermon on a ſolemn Occaſion, by the 


* 


Appointment of our ſupreme Court of Judica- 
ture, but a Swarm of Libellers, like a Neſt of Hor- 


nets, roſe upon him, and in angry Letters, furious 


Examinations, and various Kinds of virulent Rhapſo- 
dies, fell a ſtinging and teazing, and worrying him; 
inſulting his Perſon, and rending his Reputation in 


a moſt outragious Manner; one giving his Lordſhip 
to underſtand in plain Words, that he is an Apoſtate 


and a Slave; another aſſuring him in expreſs 
Terms, that his Lordſhip is a_ Tyrant and an 


Impoſtor; a third calling him a Bigot and a little 
| fower Prieſt, and a thouſand the like polite Names 
and genteel Appellations cuſtomarily uſed by ſuch _ 


elegant Writers. What think you, Sir, are not 
theſe very pretty Kinds of Liberties? I am, for 


my own Part amazed how any one can ſincerely 
think, according to the Dictates of common Senſe _ 


and Reaſon, that ſuch Arrogancies ought, on any 
Account, to be tolerated in any civil Society. 

Evident enough it is ſurely, that a Toleration of 
them 1s utterly inconſiſtent with a real State of true 
Liberty and Freedom. For while every Man js 
liable to be treated after this wanton and ſcurri- 


lous Manner by any other that may take it in his 


Head thus to fall upon him for doing what he takes 
to be his Duty on a publickOccaſion, no Man can 
truly be ſaid to be left free, to communicate his Sen- 
timents to his Country for the promoting its Peace 
and Proſperity; and therefore it is of Importance 


to the Welfare of human Society, and to the gene- 


ral Enjoyment of real Liberty and Freedom by its 
particular Members, even by its very Governors, 
that all Calumnics, Scurrilities and Impudences, 
whether they be entitled Liberties of Speech or of 
tae Preſs, ſhould be reſtrained and puniſhed by 

municipal Laws. 5 3 
From theſe perſonal Attacks upon the Biſhop, 
they tall to general Attacks upon the whole Order 
N | 3 5 
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of the Clergy in their Characters and Eſtates. 
Them they charge with Orthodoxy as if it were a 


Crime, and even 1 with Enzliſh Popery, Pri eſtcraſt 


and Atheiſm, of which indeed they offer no Proof; 
but next, they charge them with Diſloyalty to the 

King, which they filogiſticaly prove thus, viz. - 
The Clergy are Enemies to Infidels and Republicans, _ 
who are the King's beſt Friends, therefore they are 


Enemies to the King ; and then they call on the 
Government to conſider them in the Capacity of 


Traytors, and to enter on their Lands ; loudly 
proclaiming the imminent Danger that muſt threaten 
the King and Government, by ſuffering every Pa- 


riſh-Prieſt to have the exceſſive Income of full 


fifty Pounds a Year, allotted him by Queen Anne's 


Bounty Act, to provide Food and Raiment for 
limſelf and Family; folemaly aſſuring the People, 


that *tis abſolutely neceſſary to the ſecuring of their 

Properties, that their Clergy ſhould be turned out 
of their Lands and Frecholds, and that it is of the 
utmoſt pn to the State, that tne Church 


ould be ſtript, as they expreſs it. 
And, I find, Sir, that the Clergy are not to 


hope for any Reſpite from the Attacks of theſe 
their Enemies, till they can ſtrip and ſtarve, and 


utterly ruin and demoliſh thein ; tor ſome of them 


fairly tell us in ſo many Words, T hat we {ive in an 


Me of Liberty, and that the Clerey mujt expect to be 
thus attacked ; intimating too, that they have a 
natural Right to fall on the poor Parlons as com- 
mon Booty. What a devouring Gulph is this 


| fame natural Right of theſ: Men, which may thas 


ſwallow) up all. the Rights, Liberties, and Pro- 
perties of others in an Inſtant; and which entitl:s 


them to reduce whole Orders of Men to a State of 
mere Dependence, Poverty, and Slavery, wicnever 


they, in their great Wiſdom and Juſtice, may 


judge it fiting ſo to do 1 
TI 2 But 


[28] 
But, Sir, let them ere& what Dominion they 
think fit for themſelves, and what Slavery they 
will for others in the wiſe Schemes they are pro- 
jecting; and let them inſtitute an Order of Par- 
ſons upon what Terms they pleaſe in their new 
Form and Conſtitution of Government, if they do 
not profoundly deſign to contrive one without ha 
ving in it any Parſons, or religious Adminiſtra- "i 
tions at all; yet be it known to them, that as long 
as the preſent good, old Conſtitution ſtands, . 
the Clergy of England will expect to live, and the 5 
_ Britiſh Legiſlature will ever judge it but juſt and 
_ reaſonable, that they ſhould remain under it, up- 
on the ſame Terms as all other Members of the 
Community, in an equally ſecure Enjoyment of : 
Liberty and Property, with the reſt of their Fel. 
VVV)... 
T heſe are very home Attacks upon the Clergy in- 

deed, not only to term them, but likewiſe thus to 
treat them utterly as a Parcel of Slaves, who are not 


fit to have any Right or Property in any Thing, but 

i are to be huffed and abuſed, and ſtript and ſtarved 

| whenever any inſolent Creatures may take a Whim 3 
in their Heads to be diſpleaſed with us, and to in- 5 

| ſiſt on turning us out of our Lands, only for doing £ 

| - our Duty, and preaching up the Law and the > 

| Goſpel. a + 
1 What! Sir ! Are we the leſs Freemen for being = 
| Clergymen? or are we to have a leſs Right to our 


| - Eſtates, or to hold them by more precarious Titles 
| thanall other Men have to theirs, becauſe we are 
of a Function without which no Government can 
ſubſiſt upon Earth, nor any Man be ſecured of any 
Right or Property at all? We have, in our Capa- 


cities, been not only faithful, but zealous Subjects 
to the Conſtitution, and to the preſent royal Familiy 
at the Head of it z and we may be bold to af rm. . 
that we have done them more Service than any of 8 

5 e thoſe 
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thoſe arrogant Boaſters, who under che Appellations 


of Republicans, Infidels and Free-thinkers, which they 
apply to themſelves, have the immenſe Aſſurance 


to call themſelves the King's beſt Friends. And J 


can't ſee what Pretence this Set of Men can dare 
take to uſe us like Tray tors, and to talk of turn- 
ing us out of our Lands. This Treatment cannot 
but be affecting to ſenſible and ingenuous Spirits, 
ſuch as are thoſe of freeborn Britons; and I own I 
have been ſomething moved at it. And I think 

the Clergy will deſerve no better a Fate, than to be 
made the Prey of ſuch Men, if they do not, upon 


theſe Provocations, exert themſelves vigorouſly 


_ againſt them; but do on the contrary, quietly ſuffer 


them to go on, without correcting their Folly and 


Madneſs, to make their Attacks upon the Proper- 
ties, as well as to vent their Inſolencies, towards the 
Perſons of others, under a Notion of exerciſin 
their natural Rights; and to peſter the World with 
their wild Dreams and Chimera's, by way of ſetting; 
forth refined Schemes of Government and Relj- 


gion, in Oppoſition to the beſt Conſtitution in the 


Word.. 


I ſhould not, for my own Part, have diſputed 


fo much with theſe Men, about their natura! 


Right of being ſaucy, and merely calling Names, 


or uttering inſignificant Sounds, which might dil- 
perſe in the Air, without doing any very great 
Damage to any Man; for I can't ſay, but that 
the learned Biſhop of Chicheſter, and the Clergy, 


ſhould be in ſome Sort contented to take the ſame 


Language from them, as they give to our Supe- 
riours. Biſhops mult allow them to uſe a few of 


their pretty Liberties with Mitres, in an Age of 
Licence, when they make no leſs free with 
Crowns ; and the Miniſters of the Goſpel ought, 
without any great Murmurings, to ſuffer themſelves 
to be termed Apoſtates, and Slaves, and Bigots, and 
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Impoſtors by ſome Writers, while Miniſters of 
State judge it meet to bear with the Ap- 


pellations of Plunderers, and Harpies, and 
Horſe-leeches, and Monſters from others, ſince both 
| Sorts of them have the fame natural Right 
to uſe theſe wile and good Means, for compal- 
ſing their equally honeſt Purpofes. „ 


But now they are come to talk of ripping the 
Church, and turning us out of our Lands, and o 


mit allowing a poor Clergyman fifty Pounds a Tear, 


to provide him and his Family with common Neceſ- 


ſaries of Life; they Carry their Freaks abun- 


dantly roo far, and grow downright ill.natur'd, 


even to a high Degree of Tyranny, and Cruel- 
ty; and, I hope, they will not find the Clergy 
are yet ſo far ſubdued, or ſunk into ſuch a daſ- 


_ rardly Spirit with all their Abuſes, and Perfecu- 


tions of their Order, as that they will tamely fic 


down and. bear with ſuch tyrannous Attacks as 
theſe. 8 = 5 5 


I perceive, Sir, that Woe would be to the 


People of England, and their Clergy too, if ever 


Men of theſe Reformers Complexions and Prin- 
ciples, ſhould get into Power over them. For 
ſurely they would make moſt furious Gover— 


nours over Church and State, who ſhew ſuch a 
rapacious Diſpoſition even in a private Condi- 


tion (when they are not expoſed to any of the 
Temptations and Corruptions which may attend 
Power) as to be for raviſhing the Bread of bet- 
ter Men than themſelves out of their Mouths. 
But let them act their Farce over as often as 


they pleaſe, and talk of a Spirit of Liberty as long 
they will; the Eugliſh Nation will never, by any 


Blinds or Arcifices, be ſo far deprived of their 


Senſes, or hurried our of their Wits, as to think 
that their Liberties would be ſafe in the Hands 


of Men, who diſcover ſuch a Spirit of Tyranny, 
er od AE os and 


% 


3 L321 

1 and ſuch arbitrary Principles in their own Na- 
* tures, as can headily carry them into any Lengths 
of opprellivg, ſtarving, and deſtroying all thoſe 
who ſhall but preſume to contradict and oppoſe 
their pernicious Tenets, and ruinous Schemes 


and Deſigns. oe Ft 
What Account can theſe Men give of their 
Conduct? What Cauſe aflign for all this Rage 
_ againſt the learned Biſhop, and the Clergy ? 
Why, his Lordſhip has preached a Doctrine, it 
ſeems, which diſagrees with their Notions and 
Ways of thinking. Well, Sir, but, what if he 
has? How can theſe mighty Patrons of private 
Judgment ſuppoſe, conſiſtently with the Princi- 
ples they profeſs, that any Thing in the Biſhop's 
Sermon, on account of its being ever ſo diffe- 
rent from their Sentiments, is ſufficient tojuſtity 
them in making all theſe furious Attacks upon 
the Properties, as well as Perſons and Charac- 
ters of his Lordſhip, and of the whole Order of 
_ Clergy 2 How, with all their high Notions of 
Liberty in their Heads, can they thus act, as if 
they had a natural Right, inherent in them- 
ſelves alone, to perſecute and opprels all others, 
who differ in Opinion from them ? Do they 
© 4incerely believe, in their Judgment and Conſci- 
eence, that it is abſolutely neceſſary to inflict po- 


tive Penalties and Furfeitures on all thoſe who are 
for preſerving and ſupporting our Eſtabliſh- 


ment, a, well as to remove negative Diſcourage- 
ments out of the Way of ſuch as are for pulling 
it down anddelſtroying ite Alas, Sir! I find "tis 
in the Natures and Tempers of ſome Men to be 
altogether blind to the moit palpable Abſurdi— 
ties and Inconfiſtencies in their own Conduct, 
even tho they are eternally talking of Inconſiſt- 
ency in others, which is only imaginary. For 
whence can it be, but merely from ſuch Blind- 
| | | | nel 
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neſs and Partiality, that theſe Men come thus to 


rail at, and to threaten this learned Biſhop and 
the Clergy, for publiſhing Sentiments in Support 
of our Conſtitution ; while they, at the ſame 
Time, inſiſt, that all Men ought to have free 
Liberty to publiſh any Opinions againſt it, »o 
Man forbidding him * e [EE 


* 


I can't conceive what better Account than 


this can be given of their Conduct, no more 
than I can how any Men, but the moſt deter- 
mined Enemies to our preſent Conſtitution, 
could take Offence at the Biſhop's Sermon. For 
the whole Drift and Deſign of it is manifeſtly no 
other than to recommend the Principles on 
which our Conſtitution ſtands, and to point out 


the wild Notions and Practices of the Men who 


deſtroyed and changed it in the laſt Age, as well 


as to warn its Well-wiſhers againſt being ſeduced 


by the looſe Tenets of but too many among us 
in theſe Times which tend to its Subverſion; 
and a very rational, juſt, and well adapted Diſ- 


courſe it is, to anſwer this End propoſed by it. 


According to the Principles laid down in it, 
our Conſtitution ſtands equally ſecure againſt 
arbitrary Power and Licentiouſneſs. The Alle- 
glance recommended in it, conſiſts only of ob- 


ſerving the Laws, and paying the King the Obedience 


required by them. And as it maintains the Law-. 
fulneſs of Oppoſition to the King in a parliamentary 


Way, againſt the Patrons of arbitrary Power on 


the one Hand; ſo on the other, it enforces the 
Obligation of a legal Obedience to the King, againſt 


rhe Propagators of Anarchy and Confuſion, 20 


ſet up for Aſſerters of the Rights of Subjects in re- 
| ligious Matters, and declare loudly for an abſolute 
Exemption from all Authority whatever, as an Inva- 
fron of their Liberty; and who are for putting pri- 
vate Men to buſy themſelves eternally in con- 


triving 
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triving how to change the Forms of Governments, 
inſtead of obeying the Laws and Governors, un- 
der which they live. 1 
The Affection thus ſhewn by the Biſhop, to 


— 


. = the preſent Government, is all the Handle that | 
is given for the Offence which has been expreſ- 


> fed againſt the Sermon, and for the mighty 
3 Clamours which have been raiſed againſt the 
| Author of it. And this appears evidently to be 
the Truth of the Matter, not only upon the 
Face of the Sermon itſelf, but alſo from the very 
Objections of the Biſhop's Adverſaries, as they 
are ſer forth in thoſe Writings which have been 
by them publiſhed againſt his Lordſhip. For a 
Proof of which, I beg Leave, Sir, here to refer 
you to theſe Writings themſelves. FE: 
1 They begin in a very alarming Manner, and. 
ar firſt ſetting out, make a Feint towards a pom- 
ous Charge of a very high Nature, as if his 
ordſhip had broached ſome flagrant Treaſon 
and Hereſy againſt the Government and Reli- 
gion of his Country, which, if they had been ex- 
preſſed bur in a little plainer Terms, would have 
deſerved, as is pretended, not only the civil Re- 
bukes of theſe modeſt Writers, who have taken 
upon them to correct and chaſtiſe his Lordſhip 
in the genteel Manner before deſcribed, but 
even the Cenſure of the whole Legiſlature, But yet 
When we come to read their Charge, it ſurpri- 1 
ſingly appears, even from the very Allegations 1 
Which they bring to ſupport it, that his Lord- 
| ſhip's grand Crime is no other than too zealous 
an Attachment to our preſent happy Conſtitution 
in Church and State, and too ſtrong an Averſion 
and Diſlike to the wild Tenets and Deſigns 
of thoſe who would attempt to ſubvert and 
change it; and that all the Treaſon and He- 
reſy which even his very Adverſaries do fo 
| VVV mach 


p<.» - 4 I IJ 9 
X 


* — r En : 
"> n KA . ˙·1 'Á 
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wuch as pretend to impute to the Sermon, 
4s only ſuch as is leveled againſt their High. 
Mightineſſes, the Republicans and Unbelievers 
however dignified and diſtinguiſhed, or where- 
2 diſperſed over the Face of the whole King- 
ä 9.2 ar 
| Por their Accuſations againſt the Biſhop run 
VVG A 
That his Lordſhip hath laid it down as true 
Doctrine, that private Subjects ought to ſubmit to, 
and acquieſce in the received, ſettled and eſtabliſhed 
Form of Government, under which they live; and 
not to make any reſtleſs and factious Attempts to over- 


+ 
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turn and change it, becauſe they have neither Lau 
nor Goſpel to juſtify them in ſo . ee Ode 
And that his Lordſhip hath, in effect, affirmed, 
that the Body of the People ong ht to be eaſy and ſatisfied 
with the Meaſures of Government taken by the 
© King, and not to 1aiſe Clamours againſt them, 
hben a Majority of the Nobility, and of the Gentry 
| (repreſenting the People) judge them juſt and 
realonable, and concur with the Prince in them; 
for that the People may be ſure their Liberties and 
Properties are ſafe under the Government, when thoſe 
who have moſt to loſe, and are beſt able to judge 
of the Intereſts of the Nation, are of the King's Side. 
Theſe are the main Matters of Doctrine, 
which the Biſhop's Adverſaries have laid their 
Fingers upon as Heterodox ; and they alledge, 
that they are vile Poſitions, and laviſh, and perni- 
| cious Tenets; which, if they had been left to ſtand 
1 alone, 2ould have turned the Danger from the Na- 
tion to the Author of them; for which Reaſon 1 
| have plainly and diſtinctly ſet them down by 
themſelves, that any Man in the Nation may 
judge which of theſe two Methods is moft 
likely to bring it into Danger, the obſerving 
of the abovementioned DireRions, or the fot- 
—— ein 
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Towing ſuch mad and furious Leaders as lay 
down no diſtinct Rules, nor propoſe any other 
Principles, but their Paſſions, for ſteering of the 
Nation and their own Actions by. 
They offer us no Proof at all of their Allega. 
tion, that the Biſhop's Tenets are ſlaviſh and 
pernicious, but only by ſimply aſſerting, that they 
are inconſiſtent with rational Principles of Govern- 
ment, and merely ayerring, that the Body of the 
Peop l (and not the Majority of the Nobility, and 
is” Gentry) are beſt Fudges what is for the Intereſt, 
and what Meaſures may conduce moſt to the Welfare of 
the Nation; and poſitively inſiſting, that the pri- 
Date Subjects of any Government, don t want either 
Law or Goſpel for their Fuſtification, in attempting 
to abange the Form of it when they qudge fit, ſince the | 
Law of Nature, which is ſuperior 40 all others, wi 
uſtify them in ſo doin | 
: Uh any oe abe ders with bimfelf, whe- 
ther the Biſhop's Pofitions and Reaſonings, or 
his Adverſaries Notions and Aſfertions are 


trueſt in Point of Doctrine, I think it muſt — 


manifeſtly appear to him, that his Lordſhip's 
Scheme is better ſupported, not only by the 
Goſpel and the Law of the Land, but alſo by 
the Law of Nature and Reaſon ; and that ir 
makes proviſion abundantly for a more enlarged. 
and ſecure Enjoyment of Liberty than cha of 
the othe1s. 
Bur befides this general Charge of falſe Doe. 
trine, there are ſome other Things, of a more 
confined Nature, alledged againſt his Lordſhip, 
ſuch as, That his Lord hip hath aſſerted, that 
the N of the eſtabliſhed Church are the chief” 
Support of the Crown , upon which 'tis profoundly 
remarked, that this Aſſertion is derogatory from 
the Credit of the Proteſtant Diflenters, becaute 
theſe would be a Srealec Support co the Crawn 
"ES: e 
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than the eſtabliſhed Church, ſuppoſing they were 
more in Number than the Church. 


That his Lordſhip hath adventured to expreſs 
a Diſlike of the Notions and Practices of Republicans 
and Unbelievers. — Upon which it is ſmartly ob- 


| ſerved by his Ad verſaries, that the ne of theſe 
may be good Chriſtians, and the other of them good 
Subjects. e . e 


That his Lordſhip hath given it as his Opi- 


nion, That tis bighly fitting and expedient to put 
ſome Reſtraint upon the extravagant Licence uſed at 


preſent of libeling the Government, and diſperſing 
looſe Books, which tend to deſtroy all Religion out of 
the Nation: And this his Adverſaries alledge is a 


very unreaſonable Sentiment in his Lordfhip, 
tho they expreſly own, at the ſame Time, thar 
there is great Indecency and Malice in theſe Writings ; 
and give no manner of Reaſon, why ſuch Ma- 
' lice and Indecency ſhould not be reſtrained, 


There is but one Allegation more againſt his 


9 Lord ſnip, that we are here totake Notice of; which 
is, That his Lordfhip has dared to aſſert, that the 


ſame Spirit as actuated thoſe ho ſubverted our Conſtitu- 


tion, in the Reign of King Charles I. is fill alive, 
aad ver) active in the Men given tochange in theſe our 
Days. And his Lordfhip's Adverſaries make loud 
and violent Declarations, that this Aſſertion is 
utterly falſe and groundleſs. And by way of 
| proving and maniteſting it to be ſo, they in one 


Parr of their Writings modeſtly entitle fuch 
Men as themſelves, the whole People of England, 
and charge his Lordſhip with a high Crime for 


| laying an injurious Imputation on the Britiſh 
Nation, tho? it moſt clearly appears to every 
Man, upon the firſt Glimpſe of the Biſhop's Ser- 
mon, that his Lordſhip had not the leaſt Inten- 
tion to impute a republican Spirit to the Gene- 
rality of the Nation, but only to ſome Cabals 


of 
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of Men in it; nay, tho' no Man, who knows 
any Thing of the Reign of King Charles I. can 

be ignorant that the Men who were even then 

actuated with ſuch a Spirit, were far from a 
Majority of the Nation: In another Pact of 
the ſame Writings, they have the Modeſty and 
Conſiſtency to vindicate the Loyalty and Religi- 
on of Republicans and Unbelievers: And flili in 
other and further Parts of the ſaid Writings, they 

have the Face to deny utterly that there are any 
ſuch Men at all as Republicans and Infidels in 
England, tho' by the avowed Notions and De- 
ſigns advanced and proſecuted in theſe very 

Writings, they ar the ſame time make it as 

clear as the Sun, that they are themſelves the 

Men to whom theſe Denominations, and the 

Spirit imputed by the Biſhop to them, do jultly, 
abſolutely, and properly belong; if ſetting up 

a popular Power and Authority, as the only ſu- 

preme Power over the Nation, which may 

lightfully be exerted by every private Man, in 

Attempts to change the very eſtabliſh'd Form of 

our Government, without any Regard had to a 

King and a Majority of the Nobility and Gentry, 

with him be Republicaniſm, or imputable to the 

Spirit of it: And if ſetting up the Law of Na- 

ture, or rather every ſingle Man's particular and 

ſeparate Notion of the Law of Nature, in Op- 
poſition to, and Excluſion of a Revelation as 

_ needleſs, is Infidelity, or is properly to be af- 

cribed to the Spirit of it. F 

Thus, Sir, the Biſhop's Aſſertion, That the 
ſame kind of Spirit as actuated the Men given 
to change in the Reign of King Charles I. is 
now alive, and active in Men of theſe our Times, 
appears to me, from the very Writings of his 

Adverſaries, wherein his Lordſhip is charged 

with a Crime for ſaying this, to be but too 

| true, 
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true, only with this Difference, that the ſame Spirit 
doth operate ſomething more ſtrongly in theſe 


Men now-a-days, and carries them to more ſud- 
den and violent Lengths than it did their 


Brethren of the laſt Age. e 


For the Men given to change in Church and 


State in King Charles's Reign, proceeded by ſome 
Steps and Degrees in executing of their Scheme 


of Confuſion, They at firſt ſer out with re- 


ſtraining, in aParliamentary-Way, only ſome ex- 


orbitant Acts of Prerogative in the Crown, and 
expreſſed great Reverence for Parliaments, and 


_ pretended not that there was any Power in So- 
ciety ſuperiour to them with a King at the Head 


of em; and ſo far their Notions and Prac- 


tices were juſt and agreeable to the Nature of 
our Conſtitution ; but when the Profeſſors of 
the popular Notion of Government found that 
the Changes they deſired were not to be com- 
_ paſſed in this way, then they proceeded to ſet 
up a Right in the People io exerciſe a Power 
and Juriſdiction over the Parliament, and put 


them on tumultuous Methods of offering Vio- 


lence to its Members, and ſo diſſolved the Con- 


ſtitution, and deſtroyed every Shadow of Au- 
thority in the Nation. But as for the Men gi- 
ven to change among us now. a days, they are 


for running to the End of the Chain at once, 
and ſetting out where the others ended; for 


they inſiſt on a natural Right in the Body of the 


People to controul the Legiſlature, and to 
change the very Form of the Government they 


live under when they judge fir, and ſo jump into 


Anarchy without any Ceremony or boggling 


about the Matter, 


© Then as for Religion, the Men formerly given 
to change, were at firſt only for reforming the 
Church, and curtailing the Power of the Biſhops, 


NEXT 
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next for taking away [their Right of voting in 


Parliament; and ſometime after, for extirpating 
their Names out of the Kingdom, and alienating 


their Eſtates, and Changing the Government of 
the Church from one Form of Adminiſtration 
to another: But theſe Men, in our Days, are 
not only for having 10 Biſhops (as tho Monarchy 
might thrive in a State when it is united to a 
Church under any other Form of Government, 


as well as when tis Joined to one under that of 
Epiſcopacy) but they alſo diſcover an inveterate 
Averſion to religious Adminiſtrations in gene- 
ral, and ate for cruſhing all Parſons, and entring 
on their Lands without any more to do, not re- 


garding whether the Nation is ſupplied with a 


Maintenance of fifty Pound a Year a piece, for 
a parochial Clergy, or whether it be provided 


with any Miniſters at all or no. Thoſe former- 


ly were inſpired with many wild Freaks, under 
2 Notion of ſetting up the Kingdom of Chriſt, 


| theſe at preſent are for proving in a literal 
Senſe, that his Kingdom is not of this World, 


and for pulling down and utterly deſtroying 
both it and his Name too off the Face of the 


Earth: Thoſe pretended only to reduce all Things 


to the Standard of the Goſpel; theſe are for 


throwing away the Goſpel itfelf as a mere uſe- 
leſs Superſtition, and for having Men follow 


each his own Notions of the Law of Nature 
Inſtead of it. So according to theſe Men, all 
Power and Authority upon Earth is to depend 
upon the Blaſt of popular Paſſion, and the pri- 


vate Subjects of any Government have a natu- 
ral Right to diſſolve it when they think fit; and 


every Man's ſeparate Notion and private Judg- 


ment of the*Law of Nature, is all the Religion, 
and all the Law, which is to be left in the 
„ IT | | 
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_  \Suppole, Sir, the Nation were univerſally to 
embrace the Doctrines of theſe Men, and our 
| Legiſlature, for Inſtance, would come into their 
Scheme (without giving the Body of the People 
the trouble of a general riſing to put it in Exe- 
cution) of demoliſhing the Eftabliſhments, and 
abrogating the preſent civil and religious Order 

and Cfconomy in relation to Perſons and Things 
among us; of laying aſide Revelation, and can- 
celling the Law, and disbanding the Parſons 
and Lawyers; and then at laſt, of diffolving 
themſelves, and reſigning all Power into the 
Hands of the People, leaving every Man to 
the Sufficiency of his own private Reaſon and 

Judgment, what Courſe to ſteer, aſſiſted only 
by the Schemiſt's preaching a few ſcattered 
Sentences or Sayings about the Law of Nature, 
in the midſt of the Body of the People in ge- 


neral; I cannot but think what fine blunder- 


ing Work theſe Men, who call themſelves the 
mighty Friends to human Nature, would make 
of their Scheme in ſuch a Circumſtance, and 
what a ſtrange Condition this our World would be 
in under their Management. And yet verily, 
Sir, I think it evident, that this is the very 
State of Things into which the Notions of 
theſe romantick Creatures, concerning the na- 
tural Right of all private Subjects to attempt 
changing the Form of Government under which 
they live, at Pleaſure, and of every Man to fol- 
low his own ſeparate Conception of the Law 
of Nature for that Behoof, muſt be reſolved in- 
111. 88 
Thus far, Sir, are exhibited the Charges and 
Allegations brought againſt the Biſhop by his 
Ad verſaries, with reſpect to the Doct ine de- 
liveied, and the Account gen by his Lord- 
ſhip, of Perſons and Matters as they ſtand among 
5 — 


4 ” 8 


t 41 1 ; 
us at this Time; and [ ſhall next take notice of ati 
3 they lay to his Lordſhip of miſrepre- 
ſenting ſome Facts and Tranſactions which palt 
in the Reign of King Charles J. | 

And here the main Point in Diſpute is, hat 
Tuanſactions the 'great Chanpe in Government, which 


then happened, is chiefly to be imputed to, and who the 


' Perſons were that ſubveried our Conſtitution: in thoſe 


Day. The Biſhop aſcribes that Subverſion and 
Change of our Conſtitution, to a factious and 
turbulent - Cabal of Bourefeus and Incendiaries; 


who were not contented with making an Oppeſz tion in 


a parliamentary way to the then Meaſures of the Court, 


that had given Occaſion for Fealouſtes and Fears, but 


| fomented popular Tumults without any Neceſſity, «nd 
brought a warlike Force and. Violence upon the Parlia- 
ment, and thereby breke aud diſſolved the Government; 
extinguiſh'd all Authority, and deſtroyed all Liberty ; 
for ſure enough it is, that there was not any right- 
ful and regular Exerciſe of Authority, nor. any 
ſecure Enjoyment of Liberty ar all in the King: 


dom, from the Time thoſe firſt Tumults were o- 


mented, till after the Reſtoration. 

This is the moſt juſt and rational Atcount of 
the Subverſion and Change of the Conſtitution in 
| King Charles's Time, that © ever I heard, or can form 
any Conception of. And what betier Account 
can any Man give of that Matter ? Is it laid bythe 
Biſbop's Adverſaries, that before the Parliament met, 


the King had taken wrong Meaſures cf Government, 


and extended his Prerog ative ſo far as to encroach on 


the Rights and Liberties of his Su jets ? ? Is it proces 


ed that he did: And not to inſiſt that a good well- 
meaning Prince might have miſtaken the Bounds of 
the Prerogative when it was not fo well explained, 

limited and ſettled by written Laws as now it is, 
nor to urge, that Thoſe wrong Acts of Power in 


the King, i in relation to Money Affairs, which 
F | mig it 
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might have endangered the Conſtitution, appear 


to dave been mere Miſtakes, and not wilful At- 


tempts of raiſing the Prerogative above the Law, 
in that he proceeded not therein by arbitrary Me- 
thods of his own Will and Pleaſure, but by regu- 


lar Trial at Law, and by the Joint Opinion of the 


Judges of the Land; nor, I ſay, to lay any Streſs 


at all upon theſe Pleas in Alleviation of the King's 


Miſgovernment, be it granted fimply and unre- 
ſervedly, that wrong, and even ſome dangerous 


Meaſures had been taken by the Court, and that 


there was great Occaſion for Oppoſition in a Par- 


liamentary Way. Well; but, Sir, can any Mea- 
ſures in a Court, be they ever fo wrong or dange- 


rous, be ſaid in the Conſtruction of any common 


Senſe or Reaſon, to ſubvert and change the Con- 
ſtizution, while che regular, legal Methods, pro- 


vided by the Conſtitution iticlf, of oppoſing and 
reſtraining ſuch Meaſures may be fully and effec- 
tually put in Practice? No, ſurely. The Conſti- 
tution is then not only ſubſiſting, but is entire, 
and in its full Vigour, every Part of it acting in 
its proper Sphere. And this was the Caſe at the 
Time we are ſpeaking of, NL a 


It is of no Uſe at all 40 the Matter in Debate 


to form Suppoticions, and then pertly ask Queſ- 
tions upon them, as one of the moſt arrogant of 


the Biſhop's Adverſaries does after this Manner, 
Viz. I only ask your Lordſhip, Suppoſe be had never cal- 


led a Parliament, what would have been the adviſeable 
Remedy, what the Method of Oppoſition then? Tho 
this Queition is noching at all ro the Point in de- 
bate, and ſuppoſes a Cale very far from what was 


that of King Charles I. yet I make no Scruple, for 


my own Part, to-aniwer this Queriſt, that I think 
in any concciveable Caſe, wherein a Prince ſhould 


arbitrarily £2 about, by Force and Violence, to 


Giticize us of our Rights, Liberties, and Laws, 5 


and 


: [43+] +; 
and to ſet up a mereTyranny over us, and Recourſe 
to a regular Parliamentary Method of Oppoſition againſt 
him could not poſſibly be had; rhe Eſtates of the 

Realm might convene extraordinarily in ſome 
fach manner as they did at the Revolution; nay, 
I can't fay, but that in ſuch deſperate Caſes I 
| ſhould freely give him my Conſent, that he might 
bring his Body of the People together, in any 
Manner that he could, and put them upon whatMe- 
thods of Oppoſition he might think fit: Yer ſtill, in 
return for this Conceſſion, I deſire him to contrive 
ſome Method to prevent their doing as much Da- 
mage at leaſt as he may bring them together to re- 
dreſs and remedy ; for as there was no manner 
of Occaſion fot their aſſembling as they did in the 
Reign of King Charles I. fo they could not pollibly 
then do any Good thereby, and fad Experience 
then proved what infinite Milchiefs and Miteries 
popular Inſurrections are capable of producing. 
But this ſmart Queriſt forgets that he is here 
puting imaginary Caſes inſtead of reaſoning upon 
real Facts, which is the profeſſed Deſign of his 
Book, as it is entitled by him, An Examination of 
Facts and Reaſonings, The Fact, with regard to 
the Point in View is, The King did call a Parlia- 
| © ment; and if that Parliament had been left to its 
19 own Conduct, and enjoyed a full Freedom in all 
its Parts, there would have been a Redreſs of 
paſt Grievances made, and a future Security of our 
Liberties effectually provided, and our Conſtifu- 
tion would not have been changed at all; and 
therefore ir is very truly ſaid by the Biſhop, That 
there was no Neceſſity for fomenting thoſe popular Tu- 
mults the Troubles began with. e 
| Bur no one can juſtly deny but that, when the 
faRtious and turbulent Seducers of the People cx 
cited lawleſs Multitudes of them to uſurp an un- 
controuled Power over the Legiſlature to interrupt 
71 ö! : their 
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their Dehates, to aſſault their perſons, and by 
Violence to reſtrain them from aſſembling, then the 
Conſtitution was quite broke and ſubverted, and 
Liberty utterly deſtioyed. And it is very irratio- 
nally ſaid by. the forward Perſon, who entitles 
himſelf he Examiner of Facts and Reaſonings, That 
no one foreſaw, or could foreſee, the Events which follow- 
ed; for all ſober Men then foreſaw that tumultua- 
ry Reſtraints on the Legiſlature maſt neccflarily 
| have produced the Events they did, and every 
conſiderate Man may now foreſee, that the ſame 
Practices and Proceedings muſt, according to the 
Nature of, human Palhons, and the inevitable 
Courſe of Things, produce che like Events in the 
. preſent, or any future Times. And therefore how 
iberal ſoever theſe Patrons of Anarchy may be of 
their ſaucy Appellations of Bigots to others, yet 
While they juſtif the Facts ro which the Biſhop | 
thus aſcribes the Subverſion of our Conſtitution, or 
deny his Lordſhip's Reaſoning thereupon to be 
juſt, they muſt be very far gone themſelves in po- 
pular Bigotry indeed, even io a Degree of Frenzy, 
and their Heads muſt be in the ſame confuſed and 
diſtracted Condition as their wild Politicks would 
throw the poor Nation into, in caſe they were to 
be univerſally embraced and put in Practice. 
Let inſiſt upon it they do very ſtrenuoully, that 
bis Lordſhip's Repreſentation of this Matter is all ut- 
terly wrong, and, that the Fomenters of the Tumults 
were not the Subverters of the Conſtitution, and Au- 
thers of ts Change, but that this Change Was made 
quite by other Sort of Men, and by other Means. But 
till, tho' they have all a "mighty Mind to differ 
with his Lordſhip, they don't exactly agree one 
with the other about the Affair, nor does any one of 
them ſeem to know, or to be ſatisfied within him 
ſelf, that any better Account than this of his Lord- 
ſhip's can be given of the Buſineſs neither. . 
The 


L . 

The Writer of the two Letters againſt the Bi- 
ſhop ſays, That the King's Miniſters changed the Con- 
ftitution. But upon recollecting himſelf, that they 

bad been driven off the Stage of Power, and that ſome 
of them were in Gcal; and others fled beyond the Seas 
| before the Ehange was made; and therefore that this 
might look ſomething like laying the Sins of the 
Living upon the Dead; then he has recourſe to 
his profound Skill in Argumentation, and infiſts, 

that tho they were not actually, yet they were conſe- 
quentially Authors of that Change. How fo? Why 
the Miniſters, while they had been in Power, had 
taken Meaſures which put ſome leading Men of 

the Houſe of Commons into a paſſion, and pro- 
voked them to throw the Government into Tumult and 

* Diſorder. Well; but when the great Reformers 
had ſubdued thoſe Miniſters who provoked 
them, and had got them at their Mercy, and had 
ſufficient Means in their Hands to remove the 
Cauſes of that Provocation, what Occaſion or Ne- 
ceſſity had they for continuing in their Paſſion, and 
running into any violent and tumultuous Methods 
of reforming, till they threw alt Things into utter 
Conlon 7: „ . 
__ Surely, to ſay that ſome Men are the conſequential 
| | Authors of Whatever violent and mad Things others 

1 do in their Paſſion, after the Occaſion that provoked 
them is taken away, is to give ſuch an Account of 
the Conduct of Men as reprefents them to be of 
the Nature of Wolves and Tygers, who are go- 
verned merely by their Paſſions, and never ceaſe 
their Fury after they are once irritated, till they 
gratify their revengeful Appetite in doing all the 
Miſchief they can. So here, Sir, you ſee that by 

. the Account of this Gentleman, the Subverſion 
and Change of the Conſtitution, at the Time we 

are ſpeaking of, proceeded from the ſame Cauſe 
as the Biſhop aſcribes it to; that is, che Heeren 

| 0 


„ | 
ef Tumults againſt the King and Parliament, only that 
he offers a ſort of conſequential Apology for the Fo- 
menters of them, which implies, that they ere under 
@ ſtrong Influence of brutal Principles in ſuch their Pro- 
ceedings; and indeed l can't ſay but that they were 
very wicked Men, even full as bad, if not worſe, 
than the Miniſters whoſe Meaſures they were re- 
forming; for | think it is manifeſt enough from 
their Conduct, that they were altogether governed 
by their Ambition, and were reſolved to attain to 
Power at any rate, tho it were by ſetting the whole 
Kingdom on Fire, that they might riſe in the midſt 
of the Combuſtion. And if this Gentleman thinks 
that I bear too hard upon the Reformers in ſaying. 


this, let him take his Account of 'em from their 4 


Friends and Fellow-labourers the Sectaries, who 
declare, that they had too great Canſe to conclude from 
what they had ſeen afted, that, under the plunfible and 
guilded Pretences of Liberty and Reformation, there were 
ſecretly managed the helliſh Defigns of wicked, vile, and 
ambitious Perſons. e Wy. . 
The Examiner of the Fas and Reaſonings in 
the Biſhop's Sermon, falls more furiouſly to work 
rather with Miniſters of the Goſpel than with the 
Miniſters of State, and he loudly and perempto- | 
rily aſſerts and declares, that it was the King and 
the Churchmen, the Biſhops and Clergy, that entered 
into a Conſpiracy together to deſtroy Monarchy, and to 
extirpate Epiſcopacy out of the Nation, and to ſubvert 
and change whe whole Conſtitution both in Church and 
State. Not but that during the mighty Fluſter he 
puts himſelf into, he fees the Wildneſs and Extra- 
vagancy of this his Aſſertion; and therefore in- 
ſtantly haſtens to get rid of it again, in the Hurry 
of his giddy and contradictory Talk, which he 
has the Confidence to call Reaſoning, and even in 
the very ſame Breath that he makes it. For he 
puts the Queſtion, Who. were the Perſons that A+ 
PREG | 7 
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the Conſtitution, and then anſwers himſelf, as thus; 
Was it the King and the Churchmen? Or was it the Peo- 
ple? Not the People ſurely, who ſeem to have been con- 
tented with the Form of Government, and not to have 
thought of another, till they were incenſed by the Court 

and the Biſhops. So, Sir, according to this preci- 
pitate Ranter, it was not the People ſurely, that 

Changed the Form of the Government for another, 

becauſe they did not proceed to make ſuch Change 

till they were incenſed by the King and the Bi- 
_ ſhops, and yet it was the People too that made this 
Change upon being thus incenſed ſo to do. Then 
it was not the People, and it was the People at the 

ſame time that made this Change: But who does 
he mean here by che People ? Not the People of 
England in general ſurely ; no, nor yet had a tenth 
Part of the Nation ever any Deſire, or thought at all 
of changing the Conſtitution; if not, what others 
would he charge its Subverſion upon, beſides thoſe 

tumultuous and riotous Aſſemblies of People, and 
their turbulent and factious Leaders whom the Bi- 
ſhop juſtly imputes this Change to? 5 
A Writer of Rhapſodies, which he calls by the 

Name of n0 Biſhop, no King, to ſhew his great Vene- 

ration, without doubt, for theſe Titles, as appears 

from his manner of treating the Perſons that bear 

x them, has taken a Method of bringing this Debate 
to a more conciſe Iſſue than any others who are 
engaged in it have fo directly thought of. He firſt 
puzzles himſelf very ſadly indeed, and falls into as 
many grievous Blunders and Contradictions as 
ever a Half ſheer Paper was loaded with, in manner 
following, viz. He ſays the War may truly be called Bel- 

lum Epilcopale, and the King juſtly [aid to be ruined, 

and his Poſterity rooted out by this very Maxim, no Bi- 

ſhop, no King, and then lays dowr this ſurprizing 
Conſequence, ſo that *rwas not this King's being true to 

the Church that was his Crime, as is affirmed in a late 

5 Sermon 


4 


TI 481 N 
Sermon. And again, he ſays, thus fell the Church not 
from an) Principles againſt it. How came it to fall 
then? Does he mean that the Church fell from 
Principles for it ? No, no, not that neither; but he 
: fays, it was given up to the Scots, whoſe Principles were 
againſt an 'Epiſcopal Church, and for a Preshyterian one. 
And after labouring hard, in the midſt of a Thou- 
ſand ſuch contradictory Dulneſſes as theſe, to lay 
the Charge of 8 the Government on 
ſome- body or other, and finding very great Diffi- 
culties to fix it on the Perſons he is moſt diſpoſed 


ſhould bear the Impuration of it, he hits at laſt up- 


on a lucky Thought, whereby an End may be put 


to all Diſputes upon this Point at once, and ſeems 


to think that neither the King, nor the Biſhops, 
nor the People, nor any body at all changed the 
Conſtitution; but that the Conſtitution changed it 
ſelf, for that it is the ver) Eſſence of it to be eternally 
= RE. 5 
Verily, Sir, when a Man ſits down to peruſe theſe 
Writings, he will be greatly at a loſs to find out 
any Senſe or Conſiſtency in them. I have already 
in an ample Manner ſet before you the whole Sub- 
ſtance of what the Letter- writer has offered, in the 
ſeveral Allegations againſt the Biſhop, which I re- 
cited chiefly from that Gentleman: and I ſhall 
take no further Notice of him in this Place, but only 
juſt to point out ſome few Diſagreements between 
him and his furious Fellow-labourer, who ſets up 


for an Examiner of Facts and Reaſonings, and yet runs 


with a wild Hurry and Precipitation from one End 
of his Book to the other only in a vehement kind 
 ofrattling Talk, without ever once ſeriouſly ſtating 

any one Fact, and conſidering it in all its Circum- 
ſtances, or making an Attempt towards any thing 
like ſober and ſedate reaſoning in relation to any 

one Perſon, Matter, or Thing whatſoever. 


This 


* 
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This arrogant Talker begins his Addreſs, 2s he 
Calls it, juſt in a quite contrary Manner to that 
wherein the Letter-writer ends his Epiſtle to the 
| Biſhop. For whereas the one concludes with compli- 
=, menting his Lordſhip on the great Art his Diſcourſe is 
ritten with, this other begins with rebuking hit 
Lordſhip for wenturing into the World ſo very looſe a Per- 
formance as his Sermon. The Letter-writer declares, 
that it plainly appears to him, that no part of the Sermon 
proceeds from Bigotry or enthuſiaſtick Zeal, but that it 
is the Reſult of cool Deliberation and ſober Thought; the 
Examiner avers on the contrary, that his Lordſhip is 
moved by a Spirit of Party, and of his Order, and bas 
preached like a miſerable Bigot: Agreeably to which 
manner of ſpeaking, this profligate Man, upon a 
Sight of the other's Letters, while he was heaping 
together his own Maſs of Ribaldry, did, as I bave 
been informed, declare in his clegant Dialect, 
that the Letter-writer had only tickled the Biſhop, but 
as for himſelf, that he would noint bis Lordſhip, and 
by nointing it appears he means ds man foul 
and {curvy Language he can think of, EE 
As for the Letter-writer, he has allowed himſelf 
in ſome very unbecoming pertneſſes towards his 
Superior, which yet I think are to be regarded 
more as the thoughtleis Vivacities of Youth, than 
* as wilful and malicious Affronts; and having come 
e lately to underſtand that he is but a very young 
| Man, I do hereby admoniſh him, that as he would 
deſire to be treated as a Gentleman, tie would for 
the future take care to behave like one, and uſe 
good Manners towards all Mankind, according to 
the Diſtinction of their Stations and Characters. 
But the Examiner is guilty of downright outra- 
geous and brutiſh Rudeneſs, Scurrilicy and Impu— 
dence, which appears to proceed from a Rancour 
in his Heart, and tis not fit for me to ſay what he 
deſerves. 


* But, 
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But, Sir, you ſee in what different Lights theſe 
Men repreſent a ſingle Sermon, and therefore how 
cautious Readers ſhould be of giving any Credit to 
ſuch kind of Writers, and of forming an Opi- 
nion of Authors, and of their Works, from ſuch 
_ wretched Repreſentations as are generally given of 
them by Libellers. | = EU ny 
Then as to the Purpoſes of theſe two Men in 
writing, and their Notions ſeverally of the Matter 
of the Sermon; the Letter-writer takes upon him 
to reprove the Biſhop for his Errors, the Examiner 
for his Omiſſions; the Letter-writer corrects his 
Lordſhip for lay ing down wile Poſitions and hete- 
rodox Aſſertions, Which, he ſays, are inconſiſtent with 
rational Principles of Government; the Examiner, on 
the contrary, allows, that his Lordſhip's Principles 
are right enough in general, and expreſly aſſerts, 
that his reaſoning about Government is moſtly true; but 
he very groſly abuſes his Lordſhip for Forgettul> 
1 and Detect, as he pretends, in the Application 
A, . 5 
And this raving Declaimer would have it 
thought, that the Biſhop has omitted the proper 
Notice which ought to have been taken by him of 
King Charles I's Errors, and Exceſſes in gover- 
ning in ſeveral Inſtances againſt the Laws of the 
Land; whereas it directly appears on the con- 
trary, even from the very Quotations which he 
himſelf has tranſcribed out of the Sermon, that his 
Lordſhip has expreſly repreſented the illegal 
Things that were done under the King's Govern- 
men,, as well as the wicked and impious, the exe- 
cCrable and monſtrous Proceedings of his rebellious 
Subjects during their Anarchy afterwards. 5 
For thus his Lordſhip doth obſerve juſtly, with 
reſpect to the King, that wrovg Meaſures bad been 
taken by him, which might endanger the Liberties of the 
Subject, tbo what was moſt offenſroe of this kind was 
done by the Advice of his Council, and with the Con- 
io 3 5 currence 
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currence of all the Judges; and his Lordſhip doth no 
leſs juſtly obſerve too with regard to the Men of 


republican Principles, and the pretended Advo- 


* cares for Liberty, how unfit they were to oppoſe a King 
for aiming at an arbitrary Government, in that they prace 
tiſed themſelves, what they pretended to condemn in him, 
in ſo barefaced and impudent a manner, as not to ſub- 


mit their Actions to the Arbitrement of any Judges 
at all, nay as to browbeat and threaten Judges, and 
impriſon Lawyers for daring to plead any Laws 


in Bar of their Acts of Power, or in Cofitroul of 


their bare Will and Pleaſure. There was ſo much 
Injuſtice, Violence, and Oppreſſion , ſo much Arbitrarineſs 
and Cruelty in their Proceedings, accompanied with the 
vileſt Hipocriſy and Falſhood, as is not to be paralleled in 
Hiſtory among any Set of Men pretending to Fuſtice and 
Equity, and to preſerve Liberty and Property, together 


with Piety and true Religion. = 
And, Sir, are not all theſe Things true in Fact? 


yes they are; and ſuch Truths roo, that even this 


Examiner has not Confidence enough to deny, or 


in the leaſt to diſpute*em ; bur expreily owns, that 


he has no Objection to the Truth of them. What then 
is the Cauſe of this Man's Diſpleaſure againſt the 


Biſhop? Why he quarrels with his Lordſhip for 


ſeting forth theſe ſeveral Repreſentations in a dif- 
ferent Stile, the one in temperate Language, the Other 
in a Stile full of Warmth and Indignation. Well, but 
how dare he wich ſuch an overbearing Aflurance 


pretend, that the ſeveral and reſpective Facts and 
States of Things, thus ſet forth by the Biſhop, ought *» 


not, according to ſtrict Rules of Propriety, to be 


treated of in a different Stile reſpectively? Was there 


not a Difference between the King's Acts of Mit- 

government, whereby there were ſome Encroach- 

ments made upon the Liberty of the Subject; and 
the Republicans total Subverſion of all regular Go- 
vernment, and ſeting up the moſt execrable and 
villanous Tyranny that ever Nation endured, 


* whereby 


T1: 


whereby all the People's Rights were raviſhed, and 

every Glimmering of Liberty was utterly and uni- 

verſally extinguiſhed throughout the three _ 
doms? 

Was there not a Difference between the wrong 
| Meaſures of the King's evil Counſellors, and of the 
Star-Chamber and High Commiſſion Courts, even 
in all their Exceſſes, whereby Men ſometimes ſuf- 

fered Penalties by Fine and Impriſonment diſpro- 

eee to their Faults, which are allowed to 
ave been Grievances; and the ravenous and bloody 

Proceedings of the Republicans in their Counſels 
of Rapine, and Courts of Murder, ſet up inſtead of 

tbem, whereby Men were ſummarily diſſeized of 

their whole Eſtates, and of their Lives, upon the 
llighteſt Pretences? 

Was there not a flagrant Difference bergen 

the King's raiſing One hundred thouſand Pounds, 
or perhaps Two, upon the Nation, to defray the 

Charges of his Government, in the regular, formal 

Mcthod of Trial before all the Judges of his legal 

Rght to that which was called Ship-Money, tho 

the Judgment given in that Caſe is allowed to have 

been wrong; and the Republicans railing of two 

Millions upon their Fellow Subjects, to maintain 

their Tyranny without pretending to any Law, or 

deigning to ſubmir to any legal Trial of their 

Right 610.402 ©: 

Was there not a great, a crying Difference be- 
tween three or four Men's being puniſhed in the 
King's time with che loſs of their Ears, for pub- 
liming ſcurrilous Libcls (like this lee one 
of che Examinets's now before us) by pollibly the 
| too ſevere Sentence of a Court, which was eſta- 
bliſked on a legal Foundation; and three or four 
hundred Men having their Heads ſtruck off by the 
Republicans, without béing ſentenced by a Court 

0 legal Eſtabliſhment" at all? Between the 

Government of King under which theſe Natioris 


1 2 | were 
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were bleſſed with as much Peace, Plenty, and 
Proſperity as ever they enjoyed in any Period of 
Time recorded in Hiſtory, during whoſe whole 
Reign there was not one Prop of Blood drawn-by 

any thing like an illegal Act of Power, except 
from the few Ears of Libelers above-mentioned; _ 

and the Tyranny of the Common-wealth, under 
which the three Nations were for many Years to- 
gether filled with the Groans of the Oppreſled, 
and the Tears and Lamentations of Widows and 
Orphans, and every where overwhelmed with the 
Blood and Slaughter of free-born Subjects, in daily 
Executions: on Scaffolds, Gallowſes, and Gibbets, 
who were either thus butchered at Home, or fold 
for Slaves Abroad, and left ro periſh by Thouſands 
for want of Bread, unpitied and unregarded ; and 
all this, only to gratify the ſavage, barbarous, and 
brutal Humours of Men, who were ſprung from the 
baſeſt of the Body of the People, and had made 
themſelves their Tyrants ; of Men too who be- 
came thus their Tyrants, Oppreflors, and Aſſaſſins; 

Oh horrid ! under Pretence of defending their Li- 


| | berty ; and by Means of puting the very Notions 


in Practice, which are profeſſed by theſe Writers, 
of the Body of the People, having a natural Right 
to change the Form of the Government when 
they judge fir, for the greater Enlargement and Se- 
curity of their Liberties? FFF a. 
Once more, Was there not a Difference between the 
King's accepting the proffered Service of about two 
hundred Gentlemen to guard his Royal Perfon and 
Family, againſt the brutiſh Outrages of a lawleſs Rab- 
ble, who beſet and inſulted him in his Palace, and 

threatned him with inſtant Deſtruction, which in 

him was called, A levying of Mar upon his People, and 
an attempting to diſſeize them of their Liberties; and 
the Republicans keeping forty thouſand regular 
Forces in © conſtant Pay, to guard their High and 
Mighty Perſons, and to ſupport them in ptunder- 


ng 


ing, impriſoning, and murdering all Men, as 
their Appetites led them, of whatever Rank they 
were, whether Nobility, Gentry, or Commonal- 
ty, and of whatever Denomination, whether 
Churchmen, Presbyter ians, or however otherwiſe 

_ diſtinguiſhed? 2 „„ 
Is it poſſible, Sir, that this Examiner ſhould be 
grown ſo wild with his republican and indepen- 
dent Notions, or have run ſo ſtark- ſtaring mad 
with Prejudice and Fury againſt Kings and Biſhops, 
as not to have ſeen the manifeſt and flagrant, che 
dreadful and horrible Difference that there 
is between theſe ſeveral Facts and States of 
Things reſpeCtively 2 And if he did fee it, 
muſt it not be the moſt graceleſs and conſummate 
Impudence in him to quarrel with, and in the 

groſſeſt Manner to abuſe the Biſhop for repreſen- 

ting theſe Tranſactions ſeverally in a different 

JJ. os on ag Wy Or 

What! Does he pretend to mend the Elocution 
of as learned and ingenious a Man as any in the 
Kingdom? He, who throughout all. the Maſs of 


1 Ribaldry with which he has beſmeared whole 


Rheams of Paper, has never ſhewed himſelf 


able to write one ſingle Page in a correct Stile? 


What can we call the Stile in which the Libel. 
before us is written? A Boy in Weſtminſter School 
would be whipped for the wild inaccurate Lan- 
guage he uſes in almoſt every Page of it. He calls 
the Fudges, for Inſtance, the Machines and Cham 
. pions of Uſurpation ; and who bur he would have 
racked ſuch a Jargon of Words as Machines and 
Champions together? Words, with him, are only the 

Machines of furious Paſſions, and if he can but hud- 


dle them together, ſo as to give his Reader ſome 


Sort of Idea of a r his Intention from 
the bare Sound of them, he has his End ; and as 
for Diction, he neither underſtands nor re- 


gards it. 


But 


(> 


Rut not to inſiſt on ſuch Matters, how does he 
think that Demoſthenes, or Cicero, would have 
treated of the Facts reſpectively which are fer 

forth by the Biſhop ? Would they not have ſpoken 4 
in a temperate Stile of the Errors, Exceſſes, Irre - 
gularities, and illegal Proceedings in the King, 
only as Blots and Stains upon his otherwiſe good 
Government; and of the Enormities, Villanies, 
and Barbarities, the Rapines, Plunderings, and 
Murders committed by the Republicans, with all 
the Ardour and Acrimony, Indignation and Igno- 
min, that tis in the Power of Languge to ſet forth 
the moſt deteſtable Actions of the vileſt Miſcre- 
ants and Monſters that ever the Earth bore? Or 
if he does not think that the great Orators of An- 
tiquity would thus have treated of theſe Matters, 
let us refer him to his Brethren the SeCtaries, forthe 
proper Manner of repreſenting the ſeveral Facts in 
View. Let the Anabaptiſts and Independents de- 
dälare, what is the right Way of ſpeaking on this 
Occaſion. He will not ſay, ſurely, that they fer 
forth the King's Faults in too temperate, and their 
own Wickednels in too ſtrong and warm a Stile. 
Ihe Anabaptiſts and Independents, in their 
Addreſs to King Charles II. give us the ſeveral 
Views of King Charles I's. Government, and of 
their Republican Practices, in Manner and Stile 
following. „5 e 
In what Poſture, ſay they, the Affairs of theſe Na- 
tions food, before the Noiſe of Drums and Trumpets di- 
ſturbed the ſweet Harmony that was amongſt us, is not un» 
known to your Majeſty : That we were bleſſed with a 
long Peace, and together with it, with Riches, Wealth, 
Plenty, and abundance of all Things, muſt ever be ac- 
knowledged, with Thankfulneſs to God, the Author of 
it, and with a grateful Veneration of the Memory of 
thoſe Princes, your Father and Grandfather, by the pro- 
pitious Influence of whoſe Care and Wiſdom we thus 
— fouriſhed, But — Ie may ſay, and we think it will 
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gain the eaſy Aſſent of all Men, that ibere were aan) 
Errors, many Defects, many Exceſſes, many Irregulari- 
ties, and illegal, and eccentrical Proceedings (ſome © 
which were in. Matters of the bigheſt and greateſt Con- 
cernme nts) manifeſtly appearing as Blots and Stains, 
upon the otherwiſe good Government of the late King. 
That theſe proceeded from the Pravity of bis own Diſpo- 
 fition, or from Principles of Tyranny radicated and im- 
planted in his own Nature, we do not ſee bow it can be 
aſſerted, without apparent Injury to the Truth; it being 
confeſſed, even by his moſt peeviſh Enemies, that he was 
a Gentleman, as of the moſt ſtrong and perfect Intellec< 
tuals, ſo of the beſt and 88 ſt Morals, of any Prince that 
ever ſwayed the Engliſh Secpter. Thus far of the 
King s Government. 
ere Sir, we ſee that even the Men who had 
a chief Hand i in the Rebellion, ſpeak as handſomely 
of the King, and deſcribe the Errors of his Govern- 
ment, in much the like temperate Stile, as the Biſhop 
has done. And, therefore, is it not exceedingly 
wicked in the Examiner, to treat this Prince in ſuch 
a virulent Manner, as the moſt peeviſh of his Enemies 
confeſſed, he did in no Degree deſerve? Is it not 
moſt audaciouſly impudent in him, to abuſe the 
Biſhop for laying the fame Thing of this pious and 
virtuous King, as is here declared, by the very 
Men that contributed to the Perpetration of his 
Murder, to be apparently due to him, which is, 
that he had no Principle of Tyranny in his Nature, but 
cas a Gentleman of the beſt and pureſt Morals, that 
ever fwayed the Engliſh Scepter? 
Let us next obſerve, whether theſe Republicans do not 
repreſent their own vile and infamous Practices with 
as much Warmth and Indignation, as his Lordſhip 
has ſpoken of them in his Sermon. Mie know not, we 
know not, ſay they, whether we have juſter Matter of 
Shame and Sorrow adminiſtred to us, when we take a 
reflex View of our paſs Actions, and conſider into ibe 
Comm N 10 'þ wh at Crimes, IM pieltes, Wickeaneſſes, gay 
unbeard - 
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wheard of Villanies we have been led —» What have 
«ve done, nay, what have we not done, which either vellifh' 
Policy was able to contrive, or brutiſh Power to exe- 
cute © Me have trampled under Foot all Authorities , we 
_ have laid violent Hands on our own Sovereign; we 
have raviſhed our Parliaments ; wwe have broken often 
repeated Oaths, Vows, Engagements, Covenants, Pro- 
teſtations ; and that theſe our Sins might want no Ag- 
gravation ſo male them exceeding ſinful, wwe have added 
Hypocrijy to them all; and have not only, like the Au- 
acious Strumpet, wiped our Mouths and boaſted, that 
we have done no Evil; but in the midſt of all our Abomi- 
nations (ſuch; as are too had to be named amongst the <worſt 
of Heathens) we have not wanted Impudence enough to 
ay, Let the Lord be glorified : Let Feſus Chriſt be 
exalted : Let his Kingdom be advanced: Let the Goſpel 
be propagated : Let the Saints be dignified : Let Righte= 

n eftabiſhed; e 1 8 5 
No, Sir, theſe Men ſeem to have had ſome Re- 
turns of Grace, which induced them to make a Con- 
feſſion of their Sins, and to repent, in outward Ap- 
Pearancc at leaſt, how ſincerely God knows, of the 
execrable V illanies they had committed; but the Ex- 
aminer appears to be in that very reprobate State, 
which the others had ſunk into, when they did theſe 
wicked Things, and to be ready at any Time to 
commit the ſame, foraſmuch as he is furiouſly an- 
2 with any one for expoſing them, and treats the 
Ling with greater Acrimony and Malice; than ever 
the worſt of the others dic. „„ 
He fays, indeed, hat Cromwel d a notorious 
Hypocrilè and Uſurper. Well; and were not all 
the Republicans notorious Hypocrites and Uſur- 
pers? Did they not ſay one to che other, Come, let 
us deſtroy the Heir, and the Inheritance ſhall be ours? 
Were they not eager after a Shate in the Uſurpation? 
And, becauſe one amongſt them raviſhed the Prey 
out of their Jaws, and engroſſed it to himſelf, white 
they expected it ſhould have been divided amongft 
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them, as a Reward of their Villanies, are all tbe 
reſt of the Gang therefore to be looked upon as mere 
Innocents, as Doves and Saints? When their mighty 
Scheme of Reformation miſcarried, and they were 
cheated and couzened of the ſeyeral Places of Power 
and Honour with which they flattered themſelves, 
that the Saints ſhould have been dignified, then it ſore- 

ly repented them of all the Miſchiefs they had done, 
and they ſtrove to ſhift the whole Guilt of heir Crimes, 
 Impieties, and unheard of Villanies from themſelves, to that 
one grand Impoſtor, that one loathſome Hypocrite,zoho cal- 
led himſelf their Proteftor, and who, as the Examiner 

_ fays, richly deſerved the Fate which he made the Ring ſuffer 3 
not but that he thinks that the King too did richly de 
ſerve the Fate they made him ſuffer, as appears from 
the baſe Account he gives of that Prince,as if he had 
been a wilful Perjurer, and the greateſt Tyrant and 
Oppreſſor, not only that ever ſwayed the Engli/h 
Sceptre, but that ever reigned over any Nation upon 
Farth. In Return for which Wickednefs, I ſhall 
only ſay, that it will be but the deſerved Fate of 
every turbulent and rebellious Crew of Reformers, of 
the ſame Republican and Independent Notions as are 
_ profeſſed by this Examiner, whenever they are led 
vy them, to a. Perpetration of any Villanies in at- 
_ tempting the Subverſion and Change of our happy 
. Eſtabliſhments, to meet with ſuch a Reformer as 
_ Cromwel was, to reform them with Whips, and to cha- 
1/8 them with Scorpions. F 
But, Sir, has this Examiner ſet forth Facts of the 
other Side, to counterbalance all theſe enormous 


Things which the Republicans own to have been 


done by them? And has he by any Reaſonings ſhew- 
ed, that the Proceedings of both Sides ought to be 

looked upon with equal Horror? Far from it: Facts 
does he talk of? Why he has not clearly and diſtinctly 
ſtated any, fo as to give us any thing like a juſt View 
them. And as for Reaſoning, his mentioning the 
Word looks like a Burleſque upon it. There is no 
more 
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more Senſe and Conſiſtency, than Honeſty and De 
cency in his Libel. He terms it, An Addreſs to a 
Lord Biſhop, yet enters into his Preſence with a moſt 
faucy Air, and teils him he is come to rebuke his 
Lordſhip, and falls on him throughout in a Torrent 

of the coarſeſt Ribaldry — He huffs his Lordſhip _ 
for being the Champion of a Party, meaning by Par- 
ty, the King and a Majority of the Nobility and 
Gentry, his Lordſhip having declared for no other— | 
Then he boxes abour Crowns and Mitres, for making 
Bargains to rule over the People — Rails bitterly 
againlt covetous and ambitious Prieſts, for cauſing 
a War by preaching up Peace, and raiſing a Rebel- 
lion by preſſing Obedience to the King; names two 
Churchmen only who carried the Doctrine of Sub- 
| _ miſſion too far, but omits wholly to take the leaſt 
* Notice of the vaſt Numbers of ſchiſmatical Preachers 
5 ho did really found the Trumpet of Sedition, Re- 
bellion and War---Inſinuates baſely, that the Biſhop 
0 would be againſt the Revolution in 88, becauſe his 
1 TLordſhip has declared a Diſapprobation of the Mur- 
ger of the King in 48, yet owns and avers expreſly, 
over and over, that his Lordſhip's Sermon is ground- 
ed in Principles whereon the Revolution ſtands 
Makes a vaſt Pother indeed about the King's having 
| governed, in ſome Inſtances, againſt Law, and 
21 exerciſed greater Power than the Conſtitution will 
1 admit of, which we have ſeen that the Biſhop has 
not omited to blame ſufficiently, but omits himſelf 
entirely to blame Subjects at all, for uſing greater 
| Liberty than the Conſtitution would admit of, and 
ſcems to think that to be an impoſſible Cale, even 
tho' they tumultuouſly trampled upon all. Authort- 
ties, and trod under Foot all Laws ——lInfiſts vo- 
| lently on having all Handles taken away for Men's 
» | abuſing the Clergy, and ſays, that by Handles he 
means religious Inſtitutions and Lands, as thinking, 
that while there are religious Forms eftabliſhed in the 
Church, or the Clergy enjoy Land, Men may rea- 
88 e ſonabl 


. e 85 
ſonably take Handles to quarrel with them, in or- 
der to get it from them, and to fall a tripping the 


3 . Church —— Kicks the Presbyterians about, no 


leſs than Churchmen, as a Pack of rapacious, merci- 
leſs Tyrants, who acc: mmodate Doctrines to their o10n 
ſelfiſh Views and Paſſions, bearing a mortal Hatred to 
them, as being a People who have a Regard to 
ſome religious Order and &conomy, but omits 
altogether ro mention any thing of the Wildneſſes 
of his Brethren the Independents, and other Secta- 
ries, who came afterwards on the Stage, and threw 
the Nation into utter Confuſion both civil and reli- 
gious --He beſtows moſt of his Favour on Deiſts, 
and reprimands the Biſhop ſeverely for offering to 
mention the Word Deiſm with Diſreſpect, and wiſhes 
that all ſach Bigots as his Lordſhip, every where, 
were Deiſts; and he might as well have wiſhed, 
that all the Chriſtian World were ſo, there being 
not a Man in Chriſtendom leſs given to Bigotry than 
his Lordſhip is And concludes with telling his 
Lordſhip, that he has uſed Artifices worthy only of 
little ſower Prieſts, and adding in the next and laſt 
Paragraph, / hope I have treated your Lordſhip with 
_ Civility — And all the Reaſon that he any where 
aligns for his beſtowing theſe his eat Civilities 
on the Biſhop is, That his Lord ſhip has omitted 10 
treat the Faults of the King and the Clergy in a 
Stile ſufficiently ſevere and acrimoniouͥs. 
But, Sir, what can we think of him, when we 
find that he has omited to repreſent any of the 
monſtrous Tyrannies, and brutal Cruelties, the Rapines, 
Murders, Impieties, Perfidies, Hypocriſies, and all Abo- 
mination, (ſuch as are too bad to be named amongſt the 
worſt of Heathens)which thoſe Miſcreants the Republicans 
directly acknowledge they had committed, and which 
they exprelly declare, adminiſter'd even to them- 
ſelves Matter of Same and, Horror, Sorrow and Con- 
fuſion, upon a reflex View of their paſt Actions? 
| Whac,can any impartial Reader think of this Man 
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upon finding that he has been guilty of theſe real 
and flagrant Omiſſions, even in a Libel which he 
purpoſely writ to charge a Biſhop, in as ſcurrilous 
Language as ever ſtained Paper, with pretended 
Omiſſions, only for ſpeaking of all thefe 2bominable 
Wickedneſſes of rebellious Subjects, in a warmer 
and ſtronger Stile than of ſome wrongMeaſures and 
Exceſſes in the Government of a King, whom even 
thoſe very Subjects own to have been as pious and 
virtuous a Prince as ever ſwayed the Engliſh Scep- 
What Excuſe can he make for his Conduct? If 
he really thought that the Biſhop had given a par- 
tial Account of Facts, and that his Lordſhip had 
ſhewn a Prejudice in favour of the King againſt 
the Republicans, and had ſpoken too tenderly 
of the Errors and Exceſſes of the former, and 
roo warmly of the unheard of Villanies of 
the latter, why did not he fet the Facts and 
Tranſactions of both Sides, juſt as they happened, 
before his Reader, and attempt to convince him 
by any Reaſoning upon the Circumſtances of them 
reſpectively, and a Compariſon of them together, 
that the Biſhop had diſcovered a Part jality in ſet- 
ting forth theſe Matters? This is the Part of a 
juſt and rational Examiner. And why did not 
this Man go into this Method of examining Facts 
and Reaſonings? _ „ 5 
Why, Sir, becauſe he knew, as I conceive, the 
Practices and Proccedings of the Republicans to 
have been ſo black and hideous, that a true Re- 
preſentation of em muſt have been ſhocking to 
bis Readers, and have made em look on the Men 
of his Principles as the Peſts of Society, and the 
wicked Deſtroyers of all publick Liberty and 
Happineſs. He knew that the Deformity of their 
Tranſactions was too ſtropg and glaring to be dif- 
guiſed by any Colourings, am therefore he did not 
adventure upon an Examination of them; but 8 
| A | 3 mitte 


* 


9 = — 
Ic = r n 


civilized Nation upon Earth. 5 
And what Grounds has he gone upon in this 
bis Proceeding ? He has huddled together ſeveral 


J 
mitted to preſent em fully to the publick View 
in any Stile, even while he was making imagi- 


nary Omiſſions only, in ſpeaking of the Faults of 
t' other Side in a ſingle Sermon, a Handle for trea- 


ting a learned Biſhop, and the whole Clergy in a 


more vile, ſcurvy, and ſcandalous Manner than e- 


ver was ufed towards any Order of Men in any 


Accounts, fome true, but moſtly faiſe, of the In- 
diſcretions of Biſhops and Clergy, in inſiſting too 
zealouſly on the People's conforming with ſome re- 
ligtous Rites and Ceremonies in King Charles I's 


Reign (extracted 1 ſuppoſe, out of party Pam- 


phlets of thoſe Times, for he does not refer to 
any authentick Hiſtory for the Truth of em) as if 


theſe Indiſcretions in Relation to a few Ceremo- 
nies had been Crimes of a deeper Die, and more 
horrid Hue than all the Abominations, Impieties, 


and unheard-of Villanies committed by his Bre- 


- thren the Independents and Republicans, and as if 


theſe are to be deemed an abundant Juſtification of 


them for every of their Acts of rebellious Violence, 


and helliſh Iniquity in trampling under Foot all Autho- 
rities, and overturning, cancelling, and deſtroying 


all Laws both of God and Man. 


Were we to ſuppoſe what he (ets forth concer- 
ning the King and the Biſhops, to have been moſtly 


true, which yer I find from the ingenious Author 


of the Examiner examined, are for the moſt Part ut- 


terly falſe, ſtill I cannot by any Means find even 


from his own Account of Facts, that there is any 
Thing in em to ſupport a Compariſon in any Sort 


between the ſeveral States of theſe Kingdoms un- 
der the King and under the Republicans, or in 


any Degree, to prove, that they ought to be re- 


ſpectively treated of with the ſame Temper and in 


the ſame Language: How childiſh it is to talk of 
2 


1 
2 Biſhop's ordering a Number of Candles to be 
lighted in his Cathedral on Candlemas Day, and of 
his directing an Anthem to be ſung inſtead of a 
Þfalm, in order to charge Superſtition on Biſhops, 
which yet I find from the learned and ſenſible Wri- 
ter abovementioned, are only falſe and idle Tales; 
or how 1idiculousit would be to ſpeak of Archbiſhop | 
| Laud's ordering the Communion-Table to be ſet 
in one Part of the Church, or Chancel, rather than 
in another, for Decency fake and the like; as if 
ſuch Things had been equal Grievances on a Na- 
tion, with thoſe of Mens being univerſally diſſeized 
of their Lives, Liberties and Eſtates, at the Pleaſure 
of Tyrants and Oppreſſors, ſprung from among 


the meaneſt and loweſt of the People. 


Surely that Nation which firſt took up Arms at 
the Time of the Rebellion, on Account of Cere- 
monies, do not think that the King, and Arch- 
Biſhop Laud's attempting only to impoſe ſuch Mat- 
ters upon them was a Grievance to be ſpoken of 
with the ſame Warmth and Indignation, as that 
Which was afterwards impoſed upon 'em; and 
they wereforced to endure with a Dagger at their 
Throats; when as the noble Hiſtorian tells us, they 
ere utterly expoſed to Slavery under the Diſcipline and 
Caſtigation of Men, who were very few of em born 
Gentlemen, but bred up in the Trades and Profeſſions of 
common Men; when theſe Men governed in the very 
Houſes of their Nobility and Gentry, and preſſed nes 
Laws to 'em to live by, which they bad never been ac- 
cuſtomed to; yet were compelled to obey upon the Pe- 
nalty of their Lives and Eſtates ; and when their Prea- 
chers were ſcoffed at, and controuled by Arti ficers, and 
corrected by the Blows and Strokes of a Corporal, It 
may be a moor Queſtion in Caſuiſtry, whether 
the wrong Things which this Examiner charges 
on the King, and Arch Biſhop Laud, and the 
Clergy, with any Colour of Truth, do, all put to- 
gether, involve them in as great a Degree of Guil; 
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zs there is in deſignedly taking away the Life of half + 
Doen only innocent Men; whereas the Republicans 
even in cold Blood murdered particular Men by the Hun- 


dreds, and ſtarved em by the Thouſands, as well as ut- 


terly enſlaved the three Nations in general; and there- 
fore this Writer has acted the Part of a very egregious 
Trifler in going about to make the World think, that 


there is any Thing alike in the ſeveral Caſes in view, as 


tho' the Errors and Indiſcretions of the King and Biſhops, 
and the lawleſs and bloody Proceedings of ſuch a Crew 


of Miſcreants, ought to have been treated of in the fame 


Stile. „ . 

Upon the whole, Sir, the Truth of the Fact is, as the 

| Biſhop has ſtated it, that the King and his Miniſters did 
take wrong Meaſures, and that there was Occaſion for a 

parliamentary Oppoſition ; that Men of popular Noti- 

ons and ambitious Views did run into furious Methods 


of reforming thoſe Meaſures by fomenting Tumults for 


which there was no Neceſſity, and thereby overſet and de- 


ſtroyed the Government; and that others of moſt profli- 


gate Conſciences did, under pious and righteous Preten- 
Ces of defending the civil and religious Liberties of Man- 
kind, ſet up a monſtrous Tyranny in its Place, and com- 
mitted as great Impieties towards God, and Villanies to- 


wards Men, as ever the Sun beheld. 


And, Sir, I think it is highly expedient, that this Na- 
tion ſhould, in a proper Manner, be frequently put in 


Remembrance of the amazing and unſpeakable Miſchiefs 


and Miſeries which it endured for near twenty Years to- 


gether, by the wild Proceedings of the Men of popular 
lotions of Government, in order to keep it on the Guard 
againſt being ſeduced by others of the ſame Way of 


Thinking into Practices, which muſt ever produce the 


Lge: wretched ens. 
All Governours ever were and ever will be liable to 


Slips and Errors in their Meaſures, and I never heard of 
any Men who have ſet up for Projectors of Schemes of 


Government in abſolute. Perfection beſides the Repub- 
licans in King Charles's Time, and ſome others like em 


in theſe our Days; and we have ſeen the Iflue of ſuch 


kind of miſerable Pretenſions; and therefore ſure enough 
it is that to allow private Subjects a natural Right tu- 
multuonſſy to riſe upon Governours for the Returming 


of their wrong Meaſures, is only to ſacrifice all Autho- 


rities 
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rities to the Whims or evil Deſigns either of Madmen or 
Knaves, and to tear up Government in general by the 
Roots, I further think, Sir, that the Biſhop has not on - 
ly juſtly ſtated Facts, but has alſo ſo well grounded bis 
Reaſonings upon them, as thence to deduce the Princi- 
ples by which all Peace and Order upon Earth muſt be 
upheld; and that the giddy Writers againſt his Lord- 
{hip may as well attempt to remove the Pillars on which 
this World ſtands, as to overturn, or in the leaſt to ſhake, 
the Principles laid down in his Lordſhip's Sermon. 
The Doctrine advanced by his Lordthip is, That the 
publick Laws which are enacted by the conſtituted Go- 
vernours of Society, are to be reſpected as the due Mea» 
| ſures of Liberty which Subjects are to uſe; and that to 
claim a natural Right for private Men to take any grea- 
ter Liberty than is allowed by ſuch Laws, nay, and even 
to attempt a Change of the Form of the Government, by whoſe - 
Authority they are enacted when they judge fit, is, to de. 
„ firoy all Principles, and ſet Men free from all Government. 
And theſe are ſuch plain and certain Truths, that it 
muſt appear ſurprizing to every rational Man to find his 
Lordſhip treated as he has been for aſſerting them. For 
ſurely one would hardly imagine that his Lordſhip's Ad- 
Vverſaries, who ſet up for 2 Inſtructors of Man- 
kind in the whole Myſtery of Politicks, ſhould be ſo 
ignorant of the firſt Rudiments of the Art they pretend to 
teach, as not to know, that the great Inconveniencies 
and Miſchiefs which all Men underwent, while every 
Man uſed Liberty according to his own particular Con- 
ceptions and Interpretations of the Law of Nature, was 
& the Reaſon of their uniting in Societies, and putting 
themſelves under civil Governments, and agreeing upon 
Gra: Laws as the only proper Standard of that Li- 
erty which every Man might rightfully uſe according 
to theLaw of Nature; and therefore, that ſetting up now 
a Claim of any Right in every private Member of civil 
Society, to follow his own ſeparate Notion of the Law 
of Nature, and to uſe greater Liberty than is allowed by 
the publick Laws of the conſtituredGovernors thereof, 
is directly inconſiſtent with the very End for which any 
1 ſuch Society was ever inſtituted, and utterly ſubverſive of 
all Government in general. . 1 
In ſhort the State of the Caſe is, that the very Terms upon 
which Men ever came under any civil Government "ap g 
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© their giving up every Man his private Right of judging 
what Liberty is allowed him by the Law of Nature, and 
his ſubmiting that to the publick Judgment of.the le- 
giſlative Powers in Society for his and all Men's better 
Security of a reaſonable Enjoyment of Liberty. And to 
ſay, that every private Subject hath a natural Right to 
uſe a greater Proportion of Liberty than is adjudged and 
allotted him by the municipal Laws of the Community 
(which. according to the very original Condition of all 
ſocial Contract among Men are to" be regarded, as re- 
ceived, ſettled, and eſtabliſhed Explications of the Law 


Vol Nature) is the ſame Thing as to aſſert, that every Man 


may, when he pleaſes, break the Terms upon which Men 
ever came, or can continue under any Government at all; 
or that every Member of civil Society retains a Right 
which includes in it a direct Diſſolution of all ſuch Soci- 
ety. And I think that this Aſſertion is a mere Abſur- 

dity in itſelf, highly injurious to the Rights of Mankind 


in general, and dangerous to their common Liberties, as 


it ſets up a Claim in private Subjects that is plainly ſub- 


verſive of all Authorities, by which the Rights of Com- 


munities of Men are ſecured. And therefore that the 
Law of Reaſon or Nature will not, any more than Re- 
velation, allow private Subjects to uſe any Liberty which 
may be inconſiſtent with publick Laws, and to attempt 
a Change of the Form of the Government by whoſe Au- 
thority they are enacted, when they judge fit, but that 
it doth aſſuredly require them. to pay the ſame legal Obe- 
dience to Governors as is enforced. in the Biſhop's Ser- 
And how indifferently ſoever the Letter-writer and 
the Examiner may think or ſpeak of Revelation, while 
the former treats its Doctrine of Submiſſion to Govern- 
ments, conſidered as the Ordinances of God, with a Kind of 
light, as if the Clergy's perſuading the People ta pay 
Obedience to them from that Conſideration were teaching 
Leifons of Slavery, or maintaining eftabliſhed Hrannies; 
and while the other ſtiles rhe Goſpel, as well as all human 
Forms and Ordinances in Religion, « Cartlead of ghoſtly 
Cheer, as if 't were an uſeleſs or irrational Direction to 
Mankind; yer the Dodtrirfes and ſocial Duries fer forth 
in ir are better founded in Reaſon than even Men of their 
deep Penetration may always perceive. - 8 
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As for the Letter writer ] am difpoſed to impute hie 
Forwardneſs and Miftakes to the Heat and Raſhneſs of - . 
Youth, and to hope that he will correct and reform em 

when he arrives to riper Years; yet I muſt take the Li. 

berty to tell him, that he has done very wrong in repea- 
ting his Error in his ſecond Letter, and ſaying, Iti1/ think 
it inconſiſtent with rational Principles to teach the People that 
they ought to acquieſce in the Mzaſures of Government taken 
by a Majority of the Nebality and of the Gentry joyned with 

the King, and in perfiſting ſo wilfully in this his miſta- 
ken Notion as ta chuſe, rather than recant his Error, to 

run into an expreſs Contradiction in defending it in one 
and the ſame Page, which he does after this Manner, viz. 
He lays it down as his firm Opinion, that Oppreſſion muſt 
be felt, and deeply too, before Men will give up the Advantages 
of Security and Peace to a hazardous Defire f Change; and 
yet at the ſame time he gives an Inſtance on the contrary, 
wherein he ſays, that the wicked and unreaſonable Rebellion 
in the late Reign was not founded on an) Pretence of Griev- 
_ ances or Oppreſſions. So the Sentiment and the Inſtance here 
{er down do contain a manifeſt Contradiction; the for- 
mer aflerting, that the People will not hazard a Change be- 
Fare they deeply feel Oppreſſion ; the latter proving, that ey 
did attempt a Change when they felt no Oppreſſi:n at all. And 


il Experience ſhews that the People may be brought to 


attempt a Change of Government when they feel no 
Oppreſſion; Is it not then a dangerous Opinion to main. 
rain that they have a natural Right, which they may ex- 
ert when they judge fit, to make ſuch Attempts againſt 


the Majority of the Nobility and Gentry joy ned to the 


King, ſince the Seducers of the People will never want 
Pretences of ſome kind or other for diſpoling them to a 

hazardous Deſire cf Change? And muſt not this Notion of 

a natural Right in the Body of the People to make a a 
Change of Government, have proved fatal to the preſent - 

Royal Family of England, and to the Engz!iſþ Nation at 
the Time of the Rebellion in the late Reign, in regard 
that too conſiderable a Majority of the People were then 
ſo infatuated as to Wiſh Succeſs to it, tho' the Nation is 
now recovered from that Infatfiation, and is generally 


x 


well affected to the preſent Government 
As for the Examiner, I can't ſay but that he may be 
poſſibly prevailed upon graciouſly to permit Governors 


y municipal Laws to preſcribe ſome Meaſures to the Li- 
F r 4) 3 


s = 


with any civil Governors upon Earth. 


berty of Men with regard to Matters of a mere civil Na- 
ture, upon Condition that he may be allowed utterly to 
_ eraſe Religion, and every Thing relating to it, out of the 
Laws of all civil Governors. But this Propoſal of his 
appears to be fo extravagantly wild, that I don't conceive 
how he can, according to it, be put upon any Terms 
What he infiſts upon is, that every Man ought to be left 
at perfect Liberty to joyn with any Societies of Men in Reli- 
gion, or to leave them wholly, and not to joyn with any So- 
Ciety in the Profeſſion and Practice ol any Religiun at 
all. This is his Claim, and what Reaſon does he found 
it uponꝰ Why, if we conſider diſtinctly the Sum of what 
he has ſaid on this Subject, the Caſe will ſtand as thus, 
The Examiner comes, for Inſtance, to the civil Gover- 
nor, and ſays, Sir, Religion is a Matter merely-perſo- 
nal, which conſiſts of Acts and Entercourſes that may be 
carried on between. God and the Conſciences of particu- 
lar Men, and therefore it ought not to be publickly eſta- 


bliſhed, or any way made the ſubje& Matter of civil 
Laws. Why fo.? anſwers the Governor, ſuppoſe your 


Notion were in ſome fort right, that Religion is, in a 
great Meaſure, a perſonal Concern, what Prejudice or Hin- 
drance is a publick Eſtabliſhment' of it to any particular 
| Perfon ? Nay, is not ſuch an Eitabliſhment a great Help 
to every private Man, as it provides him with Means 
an d Inſtitutions, and Inſtructions, which by a due Uſe 
of them muſt naturally tend to the forwarding and im 
_ proving every Man in the Exerciſe of Religion and 
Practice of: Virtue ? But then the Examiner urges to 
the Governor, you may, Sir, have publickly eſtabliſhed 
ſeveral Things with regard to Religion, which | or ano- 
ther particular Perſon may judge to be diſagreeable to 
true Doctrine, and which it may be againſt my Conſci- 
ence to conform to; and you are to take Notice, that Re- 
ligion reſides wholly in the Soul, is the Effect of Conviction on- 
y and can never be fubjeft to Force; and therefore that every 
Man ought to be left at er felt Liberty to joyn with any 
Church or Society of Men in Religion, or to leave all Societies 
%%% % ang mono ee, 

4.3.8 Well, replies the Governor, I can't ſee into your 
or any other particular Man's Soul and Conſcience, 
- where you ſay, your Religion wholly reſides, fo as to be 
abſolutely aſſured, whether you ſincerely believe ay | 
g 1 thing 
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thing in the Religion eſtabliſhed to be diſagrecable 


to true Doctrine, or only make that a Pretence for carry- 


ing on of bye Ends. But however, as it may be a poili- 
ble Caſe, that a private Perſon may really believe fome 


Things in the eſtabliſhed Religion to be diſagreeable to 


true Doctrine, and conſequently, that *tis unlawful for 
him to comply therewith ; I am unwilling to put the leſt 


| ſeeming Force upon any Man's Conſcience, and there- 


fore I do grant you a free Liberty to diſſent from, and 
to leave the eſtabliſhed Church; but J, at the ſame Time, 
infiſt upon it, that you join yourſelf to ſome other reli- 


gious Society, where you may ſerve God according to 


your Conſcience: For as to your Deſire, that you and 
every private Perſon may be at perfect Liberty to leave 
off all publick Exerciſes of Religion wholly, it appears 
to be a mere lewd Demand, which I cannot reaſonably 
comply with, becauſe Iſhall in that Caſe be convinced, 
that there doth not really reſide in your Soul and Con- 


ſcience any Religion, or any Senſe and Reverence of a 
God at all; and therefore my Conſcience forbids me to 


ſuffer you, or any ſuch private Perſon, to reſide in the 


Society, which is under my Care and Government, to 
corrupt the Members of it, and to deſtroy all good Prin- 


ciples out of their Minds, by which Means they may 
degenerate into Vice and Immorality, grow altogether _ 
ungovernable, and fall inte utter Ruin and Confuſion. = 

This being the State of Men under the civil Eſtabliſh- 


ment of Religion amongſt us, I don't apprehend that 


there is here any other Force put upon any Man's 
Conſcience, than that of obliging him to attend to its 
Dictates. For every Man's Conſcience, if he is attentive 
to it, mult inform him, that it is the Duty of all Men to 
honour and worſhip a God ; and therefore it is plain, 


bdhat the obliging of every Man by penal Laws to betake 


himſelf to ſuch a Way of performing this Duty, as he 


may be perſuaded, upon Enquiry, to be moſt acceptable 
to the divine Being, is only making him comply with 
the natural Dictates of his, Conſcience, and hindering 
him (as far as 'tis within the Reach of any human Means 


ſo to do) from offering Violence to it himſelf: And 


ſurely ſuch kind of Force as this in Religion may be very 
reaſonably exerciſed over every Man. But leaving a Man 


to a Libetty of abandoning the Profeſſion and Practice of 
Religion ], is a Means whereby he may come to ex- 


tinguiſn 


among Mankind? 
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tinguiſh all Senſe and Apprehenſion of it in his Soul, and 


to harden his Conſcience to that Degree, by an habitual. 


Neglect of its Calls, as to render it Proof 1 all ra- 
tional Methods of Conviction. And there 
Governor may be conſidered as acting a moſt indulgent 


Part towards a Subject, like that of a Father towards a 


Son, in reſtraining him from a Neglect of all Religion 


Wholly; and this Force muſt needs be of the greateſt 
Service and Benefit to the Perſon upon whom it is ex 
erciſed, as it prevents his growing utterly irreligious and 
immoral, and becoming altogether, miſerable in himſelf. . 
And what if we may truly add to this, that Religion is a 
Matter of ſocial as well as perſonal Concern 2 What it it be 
a, Matter of the higheſt Importance to Men, as Members 
of civil Society, that their fellow Members be ſeverally 
diſciplined, and grounded in ſome Principles of Religion? 
Can this Examiner, for Inſtance, think that it is a Mat- 
ter of no Concern to the Biſhop: of Chicheſter, and the 
Clergy, that they are fellow Members of the fame civil 
Society with ſuch an one as he is, out of whofe Soul al! 
Principles of Religion are ſo far defaced, that he can al- 
low himſelf to treat thouſands of honeſt well- meaning 
Clergymen as fo many Cheats and Rogues, Deceivers 
and Knaves? What if the State of Men, one among an- 
other, would be a mere Hell upon Earth, in caſe their 
oy were univerſally: devoid of religious Principles, as 
his thus appears to be? And what if a publick Profeſſi- 
on of Religion, and a publick Worſhip of God among 
them, be a neceſſary Means to preſerve any good Prin- 
ciples in their Minds? Is it nat then expedient, that a 
publick Worſhip in Religion ſhould be enforced by civil 
Laws for the Welfare of all Men, as well as the private 
Edification of every Man ? And is not the Examiners 
Claim of a perfect Liberty for every Man to leave off 
all publick Exerciſes of Religion wholly, the Reſult of a 
mere wanton, diſſolute and extravagant Notion, which 


Sou 


muſt tend to deſtroy all private and publick Happineſs 


* . - 


In a Word, It is not poſſible for any civil Society or | 
Government well to ſubſiſt, without having a religious 


Eſtabliſhment incorporated into it; nor is it conceive. 


able how a religious Eſtabliſhment can be more wiſelyß 
adapted, than that of the Church of England is (if the 
Laws on which it ſtands he but duly executed) either to 


hg promoting a Profeſſion and Practice of true Religion, 
o . 7 


Ts ; . : | f \ 


ore the civil 
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or to the ſtrengthening and ſupporting the Form of civil 


Government to which it is united ; nor is it imaginable - 


how any People can be upheld in a greater Meaſure of 


the preſent Eſtabliſhments in Church and State. 
As for the Opinion of the Biſhop's Adverſaries, that 


aur Monarchy might be as well ſecured and ſupported 
by any other Form of Church Government, as it is by 


the preſent Epiſcopal Church which is eſtabliſhed among 


Civil and religious Liberty, than all Men enjoy under 


us, it appears to me that they are mere political Moun- 


ons. For what they have ſaid, with Regard to this Point, 


proceeds only from a levelling Principle in the Church, 
and cannot well accord with any other Scheme of Go- 
vernment in the Engliſp Nation, but the Republican; as 


might be clearly thewn from various Conſiderations, 


were there Room here diſtinctly to enter into that Que» 


tebanks in this, as well as in the reſt of their wild Noti- 


ſtion : And if the Examiner and his Aſſociates will be 


pülwGeaſed, in the Way of ſerious Reaſoning, to inform us, 
hy any of them think either that an Eſtabliſhment of 
Religion is not effentially neceſſary to the well-being of 
civil Society and Government in general, or that att 
Epiſcopal Church is not infinitely the moſt preferable. ' 


for our Monarchical Government to have interwoven 


into its Conſtitution in particular, both for its own Sup- 


port and for a Preſervation of an univerſal, reaſonable 
Liberty, with Reſpect to Religion; I believe that there 
will not be Hands wanting among the Clergy to refute 
their Errors herein. | 5 


I mean not that any of the Clergy will ſet up for Cham! 
pions (which is a Name that the Examiner appears much 
_ diſpoſed to bear himſelf as well as to beſtow on o- 


thers) and that they will ſend forth bold and daring 
Challenges, in the Form of Bear. Garden Advertiſements, 
as the Letter-writer did on the Examiner's Behalf, when 
te notified to the World, that the Biſacp of Chicheſter 


might depend upon it, that his able Hands would be ſure to 


entertain his Lordſhip to his full Content, and give him am- 
ple Satisfaction. No, Sir; theſe are Methods that it be- 


comes not the Clergy to tate; but they juſtly may, ang 


will expect it from thu Examiner, that he ſhould not 


barely make uſe of the Hord, but ſhould alſo exerciſe 


the Faculty of Reaſoning in any. Debate with th mz, And 


* 


ilk he ſhall proceed, as he has done, to attack them only 
5 ; e with 
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with Abuſer, under the Title of Reaſoningt, and to call 
them Hirelings, Hypocrites, Jug lers, Impoſtors, Aſſes, Drones, 
Dunces, and the like polite Appellations, which are fami- 
liar to this Examiner, it will, we humbly apprehend, 
be the Office and the Duty of the Gentlemen that pre- 
fide in Meſtminſter Hall, whoſe Predeceſſors he ſtiles, the 
Machines and Champions of Uſurpation, to give him the 
proper Anſwer and Reward which ſuch a Proceeding 
_ deſerves. accofding to the Law of Nature or Reaſon; 
for ſure we are, that that Law doth abſolurely forbid a 


Tolerationof ſuch groſs Liberties or Impudences towards 


an eſtabliſned Order of Men in any civil Society. 
To conclude, Sir, tho' I began this Letter without of- 
fering any Apology for my Freedom in addreſſing it to 
vou, yet I am now but too ſenſible how great Need I 
have for making one, both on Account of the Length 
and the Defects of it. But ſtill, Sir, I am not without 
Hope, that you will have the Goodneſs to permit an 
honeſt Zeal for our happy Conſtitution, againſt Prin- 
ciples which tend to its Subverſian, and a uſt Con- 
cern and Indignarion at the great Wrongs and Injuries, 
which ſome audacious Men have impoſed on a learned 
Prelate for defending it, to atone for any Miſtakes or 
Over-{ights that you may diſcover in this Attempt of 
one Who has had the Honour of being your Fellow- Con- 
ſtitutioner, and is with the greateſt Reſpect, 


8 4 


Your moſt obedient, 
= © and moſt humble Servant, 
May the 3oth, : CE ' 
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